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From the Uniled Service Journal. 
ECONOMY OF A MAN OF WAR. | 
No IV. 

Surcron.—The Surgeon of a man-of-war, or Doc- 
Jor, as he is always dubbed, though the carpenter is 
said to be more truly the ship’s doctor, is an officer of 
approved abilities in surgery and physic, who has the 
entire charge of the sick, hurt, and wounded seamen 
on board his ship, and whe undertakes both the coun 
sel and manageinent, as well as the manipulation ot 
the remedies. ‘The regular noviciate which he has 
undergone as an assistant, will have initiated hii in- 
to the arcana of his naval station ; and his knowledge 
of anatomy, physiology, and the materia medica, will 
have prepared him for the yet more comprehensive 
and arduous clinical and pathological exertions by 
which he may now sooth and allay many of the 
grievous ills of the flesh. It is, therefore, obvious 
that his duty isofthe most vital importance ; that his 
is a complicated art, which can only be well acquired 
by the union of extensive infermation with diligent 
ebservation; and that much evil is likely to ensue 
where it is practised without these qualifications. 


ing te appreliend; for though there was a time 

hen the commander of one of our men-of war was 
obliged to send to a captured ship for a surgeon to | 
perform an amputation, hisown being incapable, that| 
day has passed away, and the navy at present boasts | 
an unrivalled Medical Staif. Indeed, it is difficult to 
pronounce why the profession should have flagged at 
all, since the requisites for the office have long been 
established, and were the saine in the days of Celsus 
as at present. 

The very name of Chirurgeon intimates that a good 
firm hand was expected in the practitioner; and if 
he were ambidexter, so much the better; his eye was 
to be like that of an eagle, and his mind intrepid and 
«“immisericors,” or impertarbably cool during the 
time of operating on the patient; in other words, be 
his internal feeliigs what they might, he was to ap- 
pear as callous as a gang-board. 

In completing himself for these duties, we need 
not remind the tyro that he must by no means ne- 
giect the study of physiology, under the idea that 
merely operative surgery will be expected from him. 
He must recollect that he may lose much valuable 
time in indulging minute anatomical investigations 
that are more curious than useful; and that, by only 
becoming a neat operator, he makes himself a depen- 
dent on the advice of others. A perfect acquaintance 
with the diagnostics of disease, 1s equally important 
to the surgeon as to the physician; and the inanage- 
ment of wounds being a very important branch of 
surgery, requires not only a knowledge of the struc- 
ture of the human body, but also of the ways of na- 
ture, in order that the difficult branch of pragnosts 
may not be mere guess-work. In fact, as there re- 
mains much to accomplish in every ramification of 
the healing,art, so there is no class in whom idleness 
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his superintendence, and very scrupulously econd- 
nized, he being required to make affidavit to that ef- 
fect, so often as he shall pass his accounts. He will, 
inerefore, be furnished, on applying to the Sick and 
Hart B ard, ifoen the hom » station, or to their agent, 
if abroad, with the requisite supplies ; but he, as well 
as his assistants. are reqiured to provide, at their own 
expense, such surgical instruments as the said Board 
shall jndge necessary, a list of which is on the back 
of their warrants. 

The Surgeon is to inspect and examine all men 
newly received on board, not only as to their bodily 
fitness for the King’s service, but also to form a jndg- 
inent, by observation and inguiry, whether there be 
any risk of their having or conveying infection. 
Should there be any apprehension of contagious dis- 
order, he is iinmediately to advise with the Captain, 
and adopt the utmost precautions for its prevention’ 
and cure; and he shonid at ail times take a pride in 
quitting port with a healthy crew. When any of the 
sick are ordered to the hospital, he is to send with 
thei an account of the time and manner oftheir being’ 
taken ill, and how they have been treated. But none 
are to be sent to sick-quarters, uniess their distem- 
pers, or the number of patients on board, are such’ 
that they cannot be duly attended to. While he ra- 
mains in harbor, he is to visit those men frequently, 
and make a repert to the Captain of their progresg 
an! convalescence, and the probable time when they 
will be able to return on board. 

All the patients are to be admitted into the bay, or 

sic: ik-b rth, whenever the Surgeon shall deem fit ; and 
when their number shall be such as to require attend. 
ance, in addition to that of the loblolly-boy, he is to 
request the Captain to allow such a number of the 
ship’s company to attend as may appear requisite. 
As these men, and all that pertains to the bay, are 
under his immediate directions and charge, he will 
see that they conduct themselves with all attention 
and humanity, in nursing and waiting on the sick 
night and day. He is to order the bedding to be ta- 
ken and carried on deck, belonging to those men whose 
healths will permit it; bat, to meet cases of necessi- 
ty, he will do well to arrange with the First Lieu- 
tenant that the sick-bay hammocks be separately 
stowed. 

The dressings of wounds or sores to be thrown 
overboard the moment they are taken off; the bay- 
buckets frequently emptied and washed; and posi- 
tive injunctions should be issued, that nothing be 
given to the sick to eat or drink, except that which 
is directed. Every accommodation which the service 
ean afford is most liberally ordered by the General 
Printed Instructions, so that there can be no excuse 
for any neglect of cleanliness or ventilation, nor even 
of diet, under ordinary circumstances. , 

In cases where the whole ship’s company are re- 
duced to the extreme of sea-sickness, the Surgeon is 
recommended to regulate the allowance as much as 
possible to the exigency, restricting his patients in 
regard to salt provisions as he may judge proper. 
This has been thonght a stretch of power by galley- 
growlers ; but certainly diet for the sick must be ads 





or inattention to their objects are less excusable than 
in thesons of Esculapius. ‘* Medicine is a science,” 
observes Bacon, “ which hath been more professed 
than labored. and yet more labored than advanced.” 

To refer to the duties of the naval Surgeon. When 
appointed to a ship, he is to repair on board without 
loss of time, and there see that the medicines, uten- 
sils, and necessaries are complete, good in kind, and 
furnished agreeably to the rules of the service. He 
will see that the same be vigilantly maintained during 





justed according to their symptoms and disorders ; 
nor need they grumble at losing on one tack what 
they more than gain on the other; since, without al- 
luding to the contributions levied on the wines, stock, 
and other luxuries of the Captain and officers, of all 
fish, fresh meat, vegetables, and other refreshments, 
however obtained, the first and best share is for the 
hay, sometimes even to the annoyance of the healthy. 
Besides, in stopping what the Surgeon may deem im- 
proper for their complaints, he acts on the principle 
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“ sanis omnia sana; and, moreover, he is expressly 
charged by the Regulations to employ their salt meat 
“in making gruel and sowins, their flour in making 
soft bread and puddings; these, together with their 
molasses or sugar, when allowed, and raisins, the ne- 
cessaries in his charge, and portable soup, will con- 
stitute a wholesome dict for the sick. For such ca- 
ses as, in his opinion, require wine, at a tine when 
beer or spirits are served, he is to apply to the Cap- 
tain to direct the Purser to supply, in licu thereof, 
such a quantity of wine as he may judge necessary, 
not exceeding one pint for each man daily.” 

The Surgeon is expressly directed to visit the sick 
and wounded under his care at least twice a-day, or 
oftener, if the state of their health, hurts, or wounds, 
shall require it; a practice which will ensure the as- 
sistants, loblollies, and nurses, being all upon the 
constant alert. He is to report the state of his pa- 
tients every morning to the Captain, submitting, at 
the same time, his opinion upon their several cases ; 
and, if in a fleet. should there be any contingent of 
great danger or difficulty, he is to request that appli- 
cation be made to the Piysician for advice and pre- 
scription ; or, if in port, that the sufferer be sent to 
the Naval Hospital. He is also to keep a journal of 
his practice ; noting the disease and symptoms, with 
the medicines daily prescribed, according to a stipii- 
lated form, which journal is to be forwarded to the Na- 
vy Office annually. Besides this official record of 
his ‘** doings,”’ he is required to send periodical returis 
of the state of the sick, with the rames and qualifica- 
tions of his assistants ; and he is also to make out two 
monthly lists of all such seamen and marines as may 
have received wounds or hurts during that tiine, 
which may have entitled them to relief from the chest 
at Greenwich, distincuishing those to whoin he shall 
have given the Smart Ticket. 

The Surgeon may at all times be accommodated 
with a stove in the sick-berth, not only for the com- 





fort of the patients, but when requisite to prevent. 


dampness, and purify the air. Much benefit will al- 
so arise from a strict attention to the general econo- 
my of the ship; for salubrity cannot be long main- 
tained without the means of ventilation and cleanli- 
ness. The Naval Institutions order, «« When, from 
bad weather, the lower-deck ports of ships of the 


universal that the taint of bilge water should be as 
disereditable to a ship’s interior arrangement as a foul 
anchor isto her seamanship. To maintain a full cir- 
culation of air, there should be no close bulk-heads 
whatever, except to the magazines; all the store- 
rooms can be built of battens; and the officers’ cab- 
bins should be fitted with blind work instead of glazed 
windows, by which steps both economy and health 
are materially promoted. Free ventilation is the on- 
ly secure and sure method of purifying air; for this 
contributes to the solution of the putrid miasmata, or 
{to their diffusion, which equally prevents them from 
injuring the human body. When this is impractica- 
ble, oxydating substances are the only succedanea; 
for the vapor of the nitrous acid, though so officially 
ordered, merely disguises the smell, without melio- 
rating the air. We dwell on this point the more, be- 
cause we have sailed in unhealthy ships, where the 
means of prevention were neglected; and, sub Deo, 
have maintained salubrity in others by adopting mea- 
sures so obviously conducive to counteract disease. 
Indeed, we consider that by the united attentions of 
the executive and medical officers, sickness may be 
in a great measure ayoided ; and they would do well 
to bear in mind, that In possessing the power to avert 
evil from the crew, they also become mainly respon- 
sible, if, through wilful negligence, evil should occur. 
Yet instead of a sensible idea of cleanliness, how of- 
ten have we seen the decks drenched in damp mur- 
ky weather, and barely swabbed afterwards! How 
often are *tween decks washed when windsails and 
stoves are as useless an attempt at extricating mois- 
ture, as the embroidering a cobweb would be to show 
the skill of a sailmaker! An intelligent spectator 
would think that the object was to give birth and 
nourishment to chronic pains, lumbago, rheumatism, 
{and pulmonary inflammation, by poisoning the oxy- 
gen with so detestable a compound of exspirated and 
vaporous steams. 
Health to seamen is a great point of national as 
well as nautical importance ; and with all our pre- 
cautions and success hitherto, it is still capable of fur- 
ther improvement. Had Cook’s voyages been under- 
taken only with the idea of experiments as to health, 
instead of discoveries, they wonld have proved a 
, worthy pnblic object, and a blessing to society, by 


line cannot be opened, and the leaking from those | adding to the safety and happiness of a class of men 
parts, and the breath and perspiration of the men useful both to the navy and to commerce; and we 
sleeping below, render the space between decks re-| may feel justly proud that our great cireumnavigator 
plete with moisture and noxious effluvia, tending to, was honored with the Copley Medal for benevolence. 
produce disease and generate infection, he (the Sur-| Well it is for the service that officers do turn their at- 

n) is to submit to the Cantain the propriety of tention to such affairs. Seamen, when in health, en- 
Eee ing the ship as dry and sweet as circninstances counter ail the dangers of their profession with spirit 
will admit, for which purpose he is to recommend and fortitude; and though nothing can be more de- 
that iron pots, or hanging stoves, with burning cin- | pressing than their condition in sickness, they are as 
ders, be carried between decks, into the well, and | prodigal of life as they are of their means. It is there- 


every other part of the ship in which they can be 
laced with safety, where the air is stagnant and of- 
Fensive from defect of ventilation. He is, also, when 
infection shall exist, or there shall be cause to sus- 
t its existence, with the Captain’s permission, to 
umigate every part of the ship, by diffusing the va- 
pour of the nitrous acid.” 
Now, while we deem these orders highly proper, 


fore incumbent upon us to add to their security and 
| existence, when they risk so much for our reputation, 
| wealth, and convenience. On these grounds we 
venture to propound, that, in conjunction with good 
/air, dry berths, and personal cleanliness, nothing con- 
tributes more to health than wholesome food. This 
|exigence is well met on the part of the Government ; 
| but both the excellent quality of the supply, and the 











our commendation extends merely to as far as they certainty. of its sufficiency, may be much furthered 
go; but as they relate more to the accidental than es-| by the diligence ard attention of the officers. Few 
sential, we cannot think that they contain the pana-| narratives can be more melancholy than those which 


cea; for every attempt to drive or extract foul air out 
of ships will be rather palliative than remedial while 
the matrix is suffered to remain. We may winnow 
and fumigate forever and a day, and be no nearer to 
purity, if the generation of malaria is permitted to 
— in putrescent bilge water and feculent holds. 

e regret to bear testimony to the crying neglect of 
this most pestilent evil; yet it can be readily reme- 
died, by water being let in and pumped ont again, 
say by the morning watch, till the fluid which is de- 
livered becomes as clear as that alongside ; and we 
could wish this easy and wholesome practise were so 


disclose the sufferings of seamen from want of food 
and of water : yet how often do these narratives prove 
that so dreadful a calamity might have been averted 
by foresight! To guard against the possibility of 
famine in long voyages, the provisions should be com- 
pleted, and the water filled up, not only at every re- 
gular opportunity, but even by forestalling an ocea- 
sion; and this, from some years’ practice, we know is 
feasible in most cases. 
stowed, their prone | and issue must be faithfully 
and ni ergs attended to, as recommended in our 
last paper; bu 





t the Captain, First Lieutenant, and 





Having the supplies safely’ 
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Surgeon, in their several or united capacities, nay do |teret, son of Carteret the circumnavigator. In the 


much towards keeping up the wholesomeness of the 
provisions ; and «very exertion should be made to 
preserve them from damage and waste, by making 
the boys under the master-at-arms keep down the 
cockroaches, rats, and other destroying vermin. In 
spite of all precaution, however, famine may get a 
footing on board, in which event the skill of tie Doc- 
tor may suggest palliatives ; but remedies against 
starvation are no more thought of by seamen than 
those against drowning ; whence the gums, salep, ar- 
row root, and other nutritive medicaments for appeas- 
ing the sharpness of hunger, meet with no greater 
patronage in a ship than safety-tubes and cork-jack- 
ets. Our Polar voyagers have coudescended to use 
pemmican, or pounded beef, because it is known to 
contain a large portion of nutriment in asinall weight 
and compass; but Avicenna might in vain have 
brayed his almonds, suet, mallows, anc oil together, 
although a bolus the size of a nut was to amuse the 
gastric juice for a whole day, which, as the classic 
sergeant observed, was “‘ multum in pavo.” 
ter all, as we have before asserted, and on the autho- 
rity of personal experience, hunger is less importu- 
nate than thirst. 
the burning erethismus of which barely admits of al- 
leviation or mitigation. Many are the nepenthes re- 
sorted to for relieving the vellication of the fauces, 
and promoting saliva, of which the two most prac- 
tised are chewing tobacco and lead. 

Dr. Franklin has advised that the mariners shoutd 
bathe themselves in tubs of salt water; for, in pursa 
ing the amusement of swimming, he observed that 
however thirsty he was before immersion, he never 
continued so afterwards; and that though he soaked 
himself several hours in the day, and several days suc- 
cessively, in salt water, he perceived not, in conse- 

uence of it, the least taste of salfness in his mouth. 

e have found relief from this simple remedy, but 
the assnagement is transient. 

It should not be forgotten, while on this topic, that 
health is partly a creature of the passions, on which 
it also reeiprocates. Good temper and fellowship 
among the ship’s company ought to be promoted by 
all means, and every possible amusement granted 
them, even to the border of obstreperousness ; for 
mirth, according to Ludovic Vives, clarifies the blood, 
and confirms health; a capital dictuin for a grave oli 
Spaniard. The melancholy Burton also tells us that 


many and sundry are the m:ans which philosophers | 


fhave advised to exhilarate a sorrowful heart, and 
divert care: ‘‘ but,” adds he, “in my judgment none 
so powerful, none so apposite, as a cup of strong 
drink, mirth, musick, and merry company.” For 
such reasons Letitia, or Cheerfulness, was worship- 
ped as a goddess by the ancient Romans. over whose 
festivale she presided. Nor has the influence of gaie- 
ty in promoting bodily vigor been overlooked by our 
best officers. Thus Benbow piped all hands to mis- 
chief; thus Parry performed plays among the polar 
ices. During the term of three years that Captain 
Nelson cominanded the Boreas in the West Indies, 
not a single officer or man died out of her whole com- 
plement ; a similar instance of good health can scarce- 
ly be produced. The mode which he adopted was 
as follows: he never suffered the ship to remain 
longer than three or four days in any island ata time; 
the Boreas was always on the wing; and when it 
happened that any other ships were in company, 
Captain Nelson was continually forming the line, ex- 
ercising the men, and chasing. In the hurricane 
months, when he was obliged to remain at anchor at 
Antigua, he encouraged music, dancing, wrestling, 
cndgelling, and other sports on board ; and the officers, 
particularly the younger ones, acted dramatic pieces. 
which kept up the spirits of the ship’s company, and 
eaused their minds te be constantly employed. An- 
other instance of the power of amusement in dispel- 
ling care was related to us by the late Sir Philip Car- 


Yet, af- | 


This is, indeed, a terrible scourge, | 


(crazy, ill-tound, and unfit sloop-of-war the Swallow, 
the spirits of the crew were maintained, in some of 
jthe most trying times of her voyage round the globe, 
i by the unceasing efiorts of the fiddler whom Captain 
| Carteret had fortunately procured ; and the men were 
jeven kept laughing, singing, or dancing, on a kind 
) of top-gallant forecastle, when the waist was too wet 
| for them from stress of weather. Much is also to be 
done by wisely directing the men in their duties ; 
and we strongly advise the course to lie equally clear 
of over-working and teasing. 

In all suitable places, every facility should be given 
| to fishing, an occupation which, whether productive 
|or not, affords an excellent excitement; and we have 
found that men will readily go and haul the seine af- 
iter a hard day’s work. They should not be allowed 
to strip themselves in the sun, nor to sleep in the 
|dew ; their beds should be constantly aired ; and the 
times of labor should be so arranged that they need 
‘not pass from extreine heat and fatigue to absolute 
rest too suddeniy. As the combination of heat or 
{cold with moisture is the chief source of disease, wet 
| clothes should be exchanged for dry ones as soon as 
possible; and if, after a soaking, the body be first 
well rubbed down with a coarse cloth, so much the 
i better. In fact, from observation, we should assert 
that so much may be etiected by good food, appro- 
priate repose, and general cheerfulness, as to prove 
the value of the Salernitan trio: 

‘* Use three phisitians still: first, Doetor Quiet; 
Next Doctor Merryman ; then, Doctor Dyett.’’ 

Attentions such as these wear the aspect or kind- 
ness, and will no doubt tend to keep the men so ac- 
live, contented, and spirited, that they will be capa- 
ble of exerting their full energies for the battle or the 
breeze. Generous usage is not lost upon men of the 
| stamp we are treating of; and though some luxurious 
,and pampered idler may think that we have insisted 
too much on the fare, yet most physiologists will 
agree with Governor Sancho, in that it is the stomach 
which supports the heart; and we are certain that 
none relish short commons, not even those who baw] 
for annual parliaments. 

The mention of battle reminds us of another and 
most important department of the Surgeon’s duty. 
On the ship being cleared for action, he will repair to 
the cockpit, or such other place as the Captain shall 
}appoint, where he will probably have to display a 
coolness, courage, and equanimity of as high a moral 
value as that of the fighters on deck. He will mus. 
ter his assistants, and those appointed to attend him, 
and see that a proper platform is prepared for the re- 
ception of the wounded, as well as that arrangements 
are made for all possible repose and comfort to them 
after they have been attended to. He will, of course, 
as a duty ordered by his instructions, have kept the 
instruments, ligatures, bandages, splints, compresses, 
and every thing necessary for operating upon, and 
dressing, the wounded men, in such a state of readi- 
ness as to be perfectly prepared, although the ocea- 
-sion requiring them may have been most sudden and 
unexpected. 

In this stage of preparation he cannot be too caré- 
ful in convincing himself that nothing is likely to be 
wanted ; for, in the rage of an engagement, and the 
confusion incident to working and fighting all the 
enns, trimming sails, knotting rigging, plugging shot- 
holes, calling boarders and firemen away from their 
| quarters, pumping, and other incidents, there is lit- 
| tle opportunity for remedying neglect, and a defici- 
|ency in light, water, or assistance, may be fatal. 

There is another and an admirable point enjoined 
bv the regulations upon this head: The Surgeon 
is to instruct “all those stationed with him, and all 
others whom the Captain shall appoint, in the nse of 
the tourniquet, many of which, when clearing for ae- 
tion, shall be distributed to the different quarters ; 
two or three at least being sent into each top, to be 
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applied whenever it may be useful, that the wounded 
men may suffer as little as possible from loss of blood, 
while they are waiting until he shall be able to at- 
tend to them and to dress their wounds.’ We can- 
not but add, that we have seen reason to prefer the 
common toggle-tourniqnet above that of the patent- 
screw, both as of simpler apptication, and less liable 
to be loosened by the sulferer, on its becoming pain 
ful to bear, besides the vast difference of price. 

The duties which we have now detailed form the 
routine of the Surgeon’s vocation; but arduous and 
responsible as they are, he will still, if he be a man 
of method, have much time for his private occupa- 
tions, more especially if the ship is kept in a healthy 
state. He should, therefore, carefully cull his libra- 
ry, and keep his weather. eye open to all the oppor- 
tunities of improvement afforded by his locomotive 
habitation. 

It must be recollected that the Surgeon is by pro 
fession the scholar of those ships where no Chaplain 
is borne, and that he bears a bigh naine for versatility 
of talent among his messmates; but though we have 
a Richardson, a Quarrier, a Copeland Hutchinson, or 
a James Johnson, it must be confessed that, as a bo- 
dy, naval Surgeons have not hitherto cultivated 
knowledge to an extent which their time and seasona 
ble conveniences might have carried it ; and the meed 
of praise assigned to them for abilities has emanated 
from partial seamen, most of whom were incapable of 
forming a standard of scientific comparison. ‘The 
mind of a medical man should be cultivated so as to 





ssess much and varied information upon other to- 
pics than those immediately connected with his own 
profession, there being times when, in general socie- 
ty, he must “throw physic to the dogs.”” A mere 
compounder of drugs may stick to disease in the ab- 
stract, but the enlightened practitioner is called alike 
to the bedside of ignorance or learning, rusticity or 
refinement, and must be able to sooth irritability, 
or calm anxiety, according to the several preposses- 
sions, or he will fail of winning the confidence of his 
patient. 

Though knowledge should not always be in part- 
nership with speculation, the Surgeon’s principal 
studies should be steadily directed to a proposed end ; 
for a maa may gaze at the stars, and yet fall into a 
ditch. 

Among other interesting matters for inquiry, the 
geographical site of disease, the medical statistics of 
the various climates, and the modes of treating disor- 
ders, must be an ever-pregnant source of rational and 
useful employment. Nor can there be a wider field 
for elegant meditation than investigating the habits 
of animals, as compared with the peculiarities oftheir 
formation, so that results of analozy and contrast may 
be obtained, without the necessity of submitting eve- 
ry hypothesis to the cruel test of experiment. Had 
comparative anatomy been more generally and more 
closely attended to, the bitter, yet faithful, reproach 
of Johnson might have been spared: 

«* Among the inferior protessors of medical know- 
ledge, is a race of wretches, whose lives are only va- 
ried by varieties of cruelty, whose favorite amuse- 
ment is to nail dogs to tables, and open them alive; 
to try how leng life may be continued in various de- 

rees of mutilation, or with the excision or lacera- 
ion of the vital parts; to examine whether burning 
irons are felt more acutely by the bone or tendon ; and 
whether the more lasting agonies are produced by 
poison forced into the mouth, or injected into the 
veins. 

«It is not without reluctance that I offend the sen- 
sibility of the tender mind with images like these. 
If such cruelties were not practised, it were to be de- 
sired that they should not be conceived ; but since 
they are published every day with ostentation, let me 
be allowed once to mention them, since I mention 
them with abhorrence. 


that he gathered shells and stones, and would pass 
fora philosopher. With pretensions much less rea- 
sonable, the anatomical novice tears out the living 
bowels of an animal, and styles himself physician ; 
prepares hiinself by familiar eruelty for that profes- 
siou which he is to exercise upon the tender and the 
helpless, upon feeble bodies and broken minds, and 
by which he has opportunities to extend his arts of 
torture, and comtinne those experiments upon infan- 
cy and age which he has. hitherto tried upon cats and 
dogs. 

** What is alleged in defence of these hateful prac- 
tises, every one knows; but the trath is, that by 
knives, fire, and poison, knowledge i3 not always 
sought, and is very seltom attained. The experi- 
ments that have been tried are tried again ; he that 
burned an animal with irons yesterday, will be will- 
ing to ainuse himself with burning another to-mor- 
row. I know not that by living dissections any dis- 
covery has been made by which a single malady is 
more easily cured. And if the knowledge of physi- 
ology has been somewhat increased, he surely buys 
knowledge dear who learns the use of the laeteals at 
the expense of his hgmanity. It is time that univer- 
sal resentment should rise against these horrid opera- 
tions, Which tend to harden the heart, extinguish 
those sensations which give man confidence in man, 
and make the physician more dreadful than the gout 
or stone.” 

Although we have met with “ knife-men’”’ of this 
stamp, we are happy in thinking the number to be 
very small, and that the naval Surgeons colleetively 
are really averse to giving unnecessary pain or an- 
noyance. Indeed, it is needless to expatiate on the 
huinanity which may be displayed in the execution 
of their official duties. In none, however, will that 
quality, or whatever may have been imbibed from 
the book of Job, be more called upon than in the 
treatment of malingerers and skulkers ; artful men 
who, under feigned complaints, seck to obtain improy 
perly their discharge froin the service. 

* When ordered on surveys of men,” says Captain 
Griffiths, “we are usually apt to go to it with an im- 
pression on the mind of meeting the Shamaties, a bias 
to the prejudice of those who are brought before us; 
and, though Tam ready to bear testimony to the care 
and abilities of the medical gentlemen at the naval 
hospitals, [ have more than once thought I observed 
a bias or inclination of the same nature in them.” 
On such oceasions the * Doctor” should constantly 
bear in mind the nneertainty of his art, and the dan 
ger of too suddenly deciding upon what he may con- 
ceive to be imposition; for, however appearances 
may justify measures at the moment, it were better to 
be duped in several instances, than reject, ina single 
ease, any real object of pain or disease. 

It is true that the deceptions practised to. simulate 
hurts and illness, are such as to engender doubt and 
suspicion, and make a heavy demand on discernment 
and patience. Some hardened fellows will reckless- 
ly employ caustics and corrosives to produce ulcers, 
and mineral acids to extend them; others take dele- 
terious crags to stimulate fever, dysentery, and epi- 
leptic fits, sometimes to a degree which cannot be 
arrested on confession and repentence ; some swal- 
low tobacco-jnice, gainboge, and copperas, to induce 
spasms and emaciation; some raise swellings by 
ligatures, make the eyes inflame with alum and lime, 
contract limbs, ancholyse joints, and counterfeit her- 
nia with soap and inflations; while the most despe- 
rate take hellebore to excite syncope and nervous ir- 
ritability, and thereby feign mania or paralysis. These 
are the men on whom medicine, veneseetion, blisters, 
and all the flagellum medicorum may be inflicted in 
vain, and therefore the treatment of malingeries is, 
perhaps, the most vexatious of the Surgeon’s duties. 

But while imposture thus exerts itself, the Surgeon 
has also to look out for another class, who otherwise 





‘* Mead has invidiously remarked of Woodward, 


might slip through the slings from the danger of de- 
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lay. We allude to the sturdy tar who seldom ships 
his pea-jacket, and wields the tin-pet and speen, tll 
he is nearly logged in the bock of fate. ‘The very 
cut of his jib will then shew that he is snilten, but 
ke will not lie by till ordered to do so, Seamen in 
general are ready enough to apply fer relief; but 
there are old stagers who take a pride in not having 
been en the “ Dector’s List.’ The Surgeon, there- 
fore, by frequent inspection, will endeaver to detect 
aman with lurking illness upen him, in time to ar- 
rest its progress to disease, arid not enly thereby cure 


the individual, but prevent the communication of it) 


to others. In leng cruises we have seen the men 
made to turn up their trowsers and sleeves at division, 


so that any apparent lividness, swelling, or other} 
marks of incipient scurvy could be seen; the disease | 


in that stage being of easy mastery. Indeed the 


«* Naval Instructions” are considerate upon this head; | 


for they advise the Surgeon that he is not to confine 


his attention alone to the sick-berth; but also see; 


that the men are duly clothed, and watch every oe- 
currence which may in any degree ailect (heir health; 
for which purpose himself, or one of fils assistants, 
must be present at all musters. And it is huinanely 
added: «* He having the charge of the lives of so 
many useful subjects of this kingdom, who, from 
crowded accommodation, the nature of their diet, the 
varieties of weather and climate, and various other 
circumstances, are liable to infectious fevers, as well 
as to scurvy and chronic complaints, and also to acci- 
dents from wounds and hurts, &c., incident to their 
mode of life ; the guarding against and counteracting 
these evils, will depend very materially on his own 
resources and promptitude in applying the most 
speedy remedies according to circumstances; and as 
sickness in the most favorable situations on shore 


in some degree depresses the spirits, much more | 
must it affect his patients on board: of ships of war, | 
laboring under so many inconveniences which can- | 


not be remedied; under those circuinstances it be- 
comes his duty to sooth and cheer their minds by the 
most humane attentions, to hear with patience all 
their complaints, and redress whatever they may 
think grievances by every expression of consolatory 
kindness, which will naturally inspire them with 
confidence, exhilarate their spirits, and add to their 
hope of recovery, to which it cannot fail to contri- 
bute.” 

The abilities and circumspection evinced by a na- 
val Surgeon, not only render him highly indepen- 
dent in his station, but also ensure the respect and 
esteem of his associates, and may elevate him to the 
rank of Physician to the Fleet. In case of such pre- 
ferment, he is usually placed on board the hospilal- 
ship; or, in her absence, in that of the commander-in- 
chief. As medical superintendent afloat, he is then 
to visit the ships of the squadron frequently, inquire 
into the health of their crews, inspect the treatinent 
of the sick, and examine the instruments, medicines, 
and necessaries; and he is, on such occasions, not 
only to take notice of the practice of the Surgeons, 
but likewise to make himself acquainted with the 
conduct and abilities of the Assistant Surgeons. 
is to report to the Admiral the general state of the 
sick in the fleet, specifying particularly those ships 
which appear to be most in want of refreshments, and 
pointing out any thing which may be necessary for 
the preservation of the general health. So imuch for 
the Surgeon. 


From the London Courier of 19th August. 


ACCOUNT OF THE CREW OF THE STIR. 
LING CASTLE. 


Yesterday Mrs. Eliza Ann Frazer, the widow of 
Captain Frazer, of the ship Stirling Castle, which was 
wrecked on a coral reef in the passage from Syd 
ney to Sincapore, in May, 1835, came to the Mansion- 
house, accompanied by the captain of the vessel In 


He | 
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which she arrived in this country, and a female at 
whose house she was received upon coming to Lon- 
don, fer the purpose of mentioning the particulars of 
her dreadiul adventures amongst the inhabitants of 
the shores to which the crew resorted as a refuge 
to the more appalling dangers of the ocean, 

On the 16th of May, 1835, the Stirling Castle left 
Sydney for the purpose of going to Sincapore. On 
the 2d, when they were approaching Torres Straits, 
it blew very fresh, and there being a current near the 
liza Coral Reefs, which the vessel was unable to 
resist, she struck on the reefs at abont nine o’clock 
at night, where the captain wasineapable, on account 
'of the huzy weather, of making observations. There 
vere about eighteen men on board,two boys, and Mrs. 
Frazer, the captain’s wife, who was far advanced in 
pregnancy. ‘Pwo of the 11en who were at the wheel 
were killed when the ship struck, and the cabins were 
dashed into the held, together with all the bread, 
beef, pork, and ether provisions. The crew, when 
the teinpest ceased, contrived to cut away the masts, 
/in the expectation that the ship would right herself; 
and she did, in some degree, esas her position, but 
not to any servicable extent ; they therefore determin. 
ed to get away as well as they could in the long boat 
and the pinnace, which they had contrived to keep 
secure, the two other boats which were attached to 
the ship having been swept away by the fury of the 
elements. They knew that they were to the north. 
ward of Moreton Bay, a portion of the settlements 
of the English Crown, and they determined to make 
for that place. Accordingly, having worked with 
the most desperate industry until four o’clock on 
Sunday, they quitted the vessel and took to the 
jboats. The ship’s carpenter, the cook, the cook’s 
jimate, J. Frazer, the captain’s nephew, the boat- 
} 


‘ 


swain, I. Stone, and Bill Lorton, a seaman, took to 
the pinnaee; while the captain, his wife, the chief 
mate, the second imate, the two boys, and the rest 
(of the crew took to the long boat. “Four days after 
they committed themselves to the care of Providence, 
| Mrs. Frazer was delivered of a child while up to her 
| waist in water, in the long boat. The infant was 
born alive, but, after a few gasps, was drowned, and 
ithe chief mate wrapped up the body in a part of his 
|shirt, which he tore from his back for the purpose, 
;and let it go along with the tide, The poor mother 
{could not account for the extraordinary vigor with 
i which she was able to hear up against this calamity, 
-added to the other calamities to which she was doom- 
‘ed to be exposed. Fortunately she was for some 
lime in a state of insensibility, and was not, until a 
considerable time after the child was consigned to 
ithe deep, aware that it was so rapidly hurried away. 
|For a great many days they endeavored in vain to 
/reach Moreton Bay, being all the time without an 
| food except a small quantity of the lees of hops whic 
they had found ina cask. They suffered dreadfully 
| from thirst as well as hunger, while in this awful situ. 
ation. At last they reached a large rock, to which 
(they fastened their boats, and they went in quest of 
‘oysters and water; but their disappointments were 
multiplied upon them, and they stretched themselves 
|along in expectation of a speedy release from their 
sufferings by the interposition of another tempest. In 
'the morning those who belonged to the long-boat were 
astonished to find that the pinnace and the men who 
had occupied her had altogether disappeared These 
‘unfortunate fellows were never heard of more, and 
| their comrades in calamity could not. conjeeture what 
their motive could be for making an experiment by 
‘themselves without the aid of the experience of the 
‘captain and mates, whom they left behind. 
| ‘The captain’s aim was, all along, after they had 
| been obliged to quit the ship, to reach Moreton Bay ; 
| but finding that wind and current were dead against 
his object, and his companions being reduced to the 
extremity of lying on their backs in the boat, with 
their tongues out, to catch the dews that fell, he re- 
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solved to make for the nearest land. It was a choice | 
of most awful evils, for he knew that the shore, 
which it was probable they would reach, was visited | 
by tribes of savages. They bore away before the) 
wind, prepared to meet death in whatever shape It) 
might present itself, and so exhausted with sufierings | 
as to be careless whether they were to die by the! 
hands of the natives, or to be overwhelmed in the} 
wavés. At last they came in sight of land, and) 
soon afterwards their boat ran into and Janded in| 
a plage called Wide Bay ‘Ehey were now about one | 
hundred miles tothe north of Moreton Bay, which is | 
the principal of the penal settlements to which the | 
incorrigible convicts are sent to pass the remainder 
of their days in uninterrupted labor; and just as they 
touched the land they caught sight of vast crowds of 
naked savages, who soon approaclied the beach, evi- 
dently delighted with the prize that presented it- 
self. The savages surrounded the boat, and raising 
it up, carried it from the beach to the bush, with its 
crew, just asthey were. The moment they laid the 
boat on the ground, they began to strip the men of 
their clothes, commencixg with the captain and chief 
officers. John Baxter, the second mate, endeavored 
to hide a shirt ornament in which his aunt’s hair was 
contained, having willingly yielded up every thing else; 
but the savages became infuriated at the attempt at 
concealment, and beat him dreadfully. It is unne- | 
cessary to say that they tore the trinket away from 
him. They broke in pieces the watches and chrono- 
meters, and each took a portion of the machinery to 
stick in their noses and ears; and after they had divid- 
ed amongst themselves the various portions of ap- 


parel of which they had stripped their captives, they | 


threw to them, to appease their hunger, the heads and 
entrails of the fish upon which they had been lately 
making their meal. The savages, after having de- 
tained them two days, took therm farther up into the 
bush, and drove them onward, that they might, as 
they soon ascertained, fall into the hands of other 
tribes, by whom an ingenious variety was to be given 
to their sufferings. The captain had endeavored to 
prevail upon thein to accept the services of the poor 


he did not manage to let her know where he 
was, to which he was replying that he dared not 
look for her, when his tribe suddenly appeared ; 
one of them having seen them together, made a 
push at the captain with a spear, and piereed him 
through the body, and he teil dead in an instant. 
Mrs. Frazer ran to her husband and pulled the spear 
out of the body, but the breath was gone for ever. 
She then fell senseless and remained so for a consider- 
able time, and when she recovered her senses she 
found herselt along with the tribe, which she was 
obliged to serve, but what became of the body of 
Captain Frazer she could never learn. Shortly after 
this catastrophe, the first officer of the ship having 
been informed that the captain had been murdered by 
one of the tribes, formed, in a fit of desperation, a 
plan of revenge, fettered, and exhausted with labor, 
as he was. This intention was, however, discovered, 
and horrible was his punishinent. Mrs. Frazer had 
just lighted a fire by order of her tribe, and the un- 
fortunate man’s legs were thrust into it and consumed; 
while he, by the violence of his contortions, aetuall 
worked, for the rest of his body, a grave in the sand, 
in which it was imbedded. 

‘Two days after this horrible event, a fine lookin 
young man, named James Major, was disposed of. 
Captain Frazer, who knew a good deal of the charac- 
ter and habits of the savages on this coast, had men- 
tioned to Major that the savages would take off his 
head for a figure bust for one of their canoes. It 
seemed, too, that it was usual for the savage whocon- 
templated that sort of execution, to smile in the face 
of his victiin immediately before he struck him to the 
earth. While Major was at work, the chief of his 
tribe approached him smilingly, and tapped him on 
the shoulder. Atthat instant the poor fellow received 
a blow on the back of the neck from a waddle, or 
crooked stick, which stunned him. He fell to the 
ground, and a couple of savages sct to work, and, by 
means of sharpened shells, severed the head from the 
body, with frightful exclamations. They then ate 
part of the body, and preserved the head with certain 
gums, and affixed it as a figure bust to one of their 

















erew for a longer time, being apprehensive that any 
change amongst the natives would be for the worse ; 
but they beat all the now naked whites on before 
them,until fresh tribes caine up and took each of them 
a prisoner, and set him to work in carrying pieces oi 
trees and toiling in other ways. Mrs. Frazer, being 
the only woman, was not selected by any of the 
tribes, but was left by herself, while they went on- 
ward; but her husband got an opportunity to men- 
tion to her not to stir from the place in which she 
was at the moment, and that he would contrive to see 
her in a few hours. During that night she lay on the 
clefts of a rock, and in the morning, after looking 
about without seeing a creature, she determined to 
follow some foot-marks; and, after having proceeded 
to some distance, she saw a crowd of black women 
approach. These, however, belonged to the tribe 
of ..vages by whom her husband had been taken up 
in the bush on the preceding day ; and they set her 
to wsrk in cutting wood and lighting fires. Being 
quit. paked, and presenting a contrast in her skin 
which the women did not like, she was compelled by 
therm to rub herself all over with gum and herbs, 
which had the effeet of making her nearly as dark as 
themselves. They likewise tattoed her all over, and 
havin;; pulled her hair out, covered her head witha 
sort of gum, and stuck the feathers of parrots and 
birds all over it. One of the women having two chil- 
dren, obliged her to nurse one of them, notwithstand- 
ing the severe labor she had to perform, and if the 
ehild was out of temper the nurse was kicked, and 
scratehed, and thumped for its peevishness. At the 
expiration of fourdays, Mrs. Frazer saw her hus- 


band for the first time since their separation. He | 


was dragging along atree, and was greatly fatigued. 
ss bax cust begun to inquire how it happened that 


canoes. The rest of the crew, of course, expected 
nothing less than death. Two of the seamen, named 
Doyle and Big Ben, contrived to steal a canoe, and 


/endeavored to cross to an island, but were drowned 
|in the attempt. 


There was a black man, named Joseph, who had 
been steward on board the Stirling Castle. When 
|the savages seized the long boat in which the crew 
|had entered White Bay, they stripped this Joseph as 
| well as the rest, but as he was of their own eolor 
they inflieted no punishment upon him, and he had 
the privilege of going about, which was denied to any 
(other of the wretched strangers. This man, who 
| was constantly watching for an opportunity to es- 
cape, had assured Mrs. Frazer that if he could get 
away, the first life he should think of saving should 
|be that of his mistress. He succeeded in ‘Stealing 
;a canoe, in which he rowed off, and in six weeks 
he reached Moreton Bay, where he informed the 
Commandant of the penal settlement of the hor- 
rible circumstances which had taken plaee at White 
Bay, and of the servitude in which the survivors of 
the crew were detained. By this time Mrs. Frazer 
| was separated, and at a considerable distance from 
| the different members of the crew, and she had given 
up all hopes of being liberated from the frightful 
bondage in which she was detained. 


} 





The Moreton Bay Commandant inquired in the 
barracks whether any of the military would volun- 
leer to save a lady and several of the crew of the 
wrecked vessel] from the savages in the bush, and a 
number offered their servicés at a moment’s notice. 
By a system of maneuvring entered into by a con- 
| viet who had been for some years in the bush amongst 
| the savages, the object was effected. All the survi- 
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vors were, to the best of Mrs. Frazer’s belief, res- 
cued from the savages. 
At the camp the commandant and the commissary, 


and in fact all the individuals who were in the ser- | 
vice of the Government, treated Mrs. Frazer and her ! 
companions in misfortune with a degree of kindness 


which it is evident the former has a very warm recol- 
lection of. She was 
mediately, and every thing that was considered likely 


to abate the sense of what she had undergone in wit- | 
nessing the murder of her busband and the other | 
horrors with which she had been surrounded, was ' 


done. 

The captain of the Mediterranean packet, in which 
Mrs. Frazer arrived from Sydney at Liverpool, stated 
that he was at Sydney at the time of the arrival of 
that lady, and that the circumstances detailed caused 
the greatest excitementthere. ‘he convict to whose 
extraordinary exertions Mrs. Frazer owed herescape, 
obtained a free pardon from the Government there, 
and a reward of thirty guineas. 

The Lord Mayor asked what were the circumstan- 
ces of Mrs. Frazer. He was convinced that if she 
were in necessity, the ladies in London, who were 
constantly looking for such objects, would speedily 
relieve her. 

The Captain said that the unfortunate lady was 
not mistress of a farthing. 
had been given to her by the commandant’s wile ; 


and Captain Frazer had been the sole support of her | 
and three children, who were in the Orkney Islands, | 


to which she was anxious to go as soon as possible. 
She was lame, had almost lost the use of one arm, 
and the sight of one eye, by the severity of the inflic- 
tions to which she had been subjected. 

The Lord Mayor—I shall most willingly receive 
contributions for her benefit, and I am sure that the 
call will be soon answered. I never heard of auy 
thing so dreadful in all my experience. 

Tue FrencH Exprorine Exrepition.—-As the 
Astrolabe and Zelee, composing this squadron, have 
sailed under their commandant M. D’Urville, and 
ours is abont leaving New York for the same desti- 
nation south, we give a few evidences of the interest 
taken in the same in the Paris Acadeiny of Sciences, 
to which learned body the Government applied for 
scientific instructions. Among those who spoke on 
the occasion were the illustrious names of Blainville, 
Mirbel, Freycinet, (who himself made a celebrated 
voyage) and Arago. The expedition was destined 
to look particularly to the botany of Patagonia, ‘Terra 
del Fuego, New Guinea, New Zealand, New Hol- 
land, and the Sandwich Islands, from which latter 
nothing had yet been received but some miserable 
aquatic plants. &-M. Mirbel explained how to 

reserve seeds and plants. Plants are placed in 
Tepent, or vertically, in boxes of three or four feet 
long. They are covered completely with wet mud ; 
afterwards the boxes are hermetically sealed. Plants 
thus come a voyage of five or six months from Rio to 
St. Petersburgh, and from Calcutta to Paris and Lon- 
don. without the slightest alteration. M. Blainville 
recommended marine microscopic animals to be 
gathered by agauze net work bag behind the stern, 
especially at night. The flaming nautilus, the argo- 
naut, and other mollusques required to be better un- 
derstood. The heads of the cetaceons and seal tribes 
should be preserved. e bird o 
Paradise is still imperfectly known, and entire indi- 
viduals should be preserved in spirits of wine. All 
the curious animals of New Holland should be care- 
fully studied. 
the stomach, as soon as the animal is caught, to be 
carefully examined—(as illustrative of its habits and 
locality he probably ineans.) The astronomical di- 
rections, as drawn up by Arago for the Bontle, are 
highly recommended to be adopted by this expedi- 
tion so far as their researches extend into that depart- 
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iment. MM]. Freycinet made some general recommen- 
| dations as to the descriptions to be made of the 
| country visited, its coast, resources, customs, &e. M. 
Arago attached great importance to the instruments 
and apparatus that the ships should be provided with 
to protect them from accident. He also made sugges- 
lions relative to the influence upon the compass of 
the iron that entered into the construction of the 
ships, which was greater in higher latitudes and ex- 
tremely variable, and modified by the orientation (i.e. 
the easting) of the vessel even when inclined to north 
or south in the same spot. Thus Capt. Parry found 
the variation in the Thames 4°, in Baflin’s Bay 20°, 
one side or the other, according to the point the ves- 
sel was directed upon. ‘There may be thus an error 
of 40° in the route. M. Arago asks, can any means 
be found to neutralize the influence of the iron used 
in the construction of the ship? He suggests asa 
remedy a plate of ton disposed around the compass to 
diminish the influence in question. This apparatus 
is by M. Barrot, and it is recommended by M. Arago 
that it be verified at some middle point of the voyage, 
Where the variation is ata maximum. Great dangers 
may thus be avoided. M. Double requested that the 
expedition would lock specially to the prevailing dis- 
eases and the popular treatinent.—WN. Y. Star. 

—_—_ 

A striking proofofthe good feelings which have 
subsisted between the ship’s company of the French 
frigate Dryade, and that of the British line-of- 
battle ship Malabar, both at Lisbon, may here be 
mentioned: these ships have been nearly fourteen 
months together; and the crew of the Dryade having 
heard that the Malabar was on the point of returning 
to England to be paid off, sent an invitation to the 
crew of the latter, or a part of them, to dine with 
them on board the Dryade. The invitation having 
been accepted, a splendid repast, in the true French 
style, with an abundance of wine, was provided, and 
at two o’clock spread on tables on the main deck; 
and after an interchange of the most friendly expres- 
sions, and an afternoon of much enjoyment, at half- 
past seven o’clock the party broke up. In return for 
this hospitality, and to mark their sense also of the 

cordial feclings that had existed between the crews of 
these ships, an invitation to dinner from the seamen 
of the Malabar was given to those of the Dryade; and 
accordingly, on the 8th inst., three hundred of the 
crew of the latter dined on board the Malabar, on 
which oceasion all the main deck guns were run in 
‘ure and aft, the tables being spread the length of 
the main deck, which was screened in with flags, the 
Freneh and English ensigns being folded in valances, 
and placed at the head of the table. ‘The viands con- 
sisted of beef, mutton, poultry, &c., and plum pud- 
dings. After these had been heartily partaken of, at 
the request of the seamen of the Dryade, they were 
shown round the Malabar, and during their temporary 
absence from the main deck, the remains of the sub- 
stantial fare were removed, and replaced by fruits of 
every kind, and wine ; nor was grog introduced until 
a late hour; each party separating delighted at the 
‘mutual display of cordiality between them.—Hamp- 
shire Telegraph. 


| 





The Hon. Capt. Rous has made a report of the re- 
sult of his late trials of the sailing of the Pique frigate, 
from which it appears, that on the comparison with 
the Castor, and the Inconstant, the latter vessel is 
greatly inferior, but that the Pique has the advantage 
of the Castor in rough weather. Captain Rous con- 
cludes his report by observing, ‘* whatever may be the 
imperfections of the Pique, she is a vast improvement 
on the old frigates, and if she had been built on the re- 
duced lines of the Vanguard, with a longer bow, would 

| have been a magnificent man of war; take her as she 
| is, she is a difficult ship to beat on a smooth water 
station.—London Courier. 
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WASIINGTON CIPY 3 | The opinion of the Court of Inquiry recenthy held 
‘in the ease of Brigadier General Woot, fully exone- 


THURSDAY, ...... ~ OCTOBER 5, 1837. 








— rates that officer from any blame for his conduet while 
Lieut. C. B. Chiuliwers, of the Ist regiment U. 5.\in eomimand of the U.S. troops in the Cherokee na- 
The President of the United States has ap- 
18th July, it is supposed in a state of mental aliena- proved the proceedings of the Court. See Army 
tion, and no one knew whither he had gone. By an | General Order, No. 63, under the Army head. 

article, which he have seen in several papers, copied | 


Artillery, leit St. Augustine, on horseback, about the | tion. 





from the Baton Rouge Gazette, it appears that he lost 4” officer of the asmy writing from St. Augustine, 


his way, having wandered to within seven miles of 
Baton Rouge ; he met a negro in the woods, and en- 
quired the distance from St. Augustine. Having 
lost his horse and much of his clothing, and sustained 


and giving an account of the capture of King Philip 


and other Indians, thus speaks of two brother officers, 
and it gives us pleasure to make known their gallant- 
‘ry on the occasion, 


‘Lieut. Peyton, 2d Artillery, and Lieut. May, 20 
near Baton Rouge, where medical attendance and | Dragoons, both distinguished themselves. Lieut- 
every possible care have been provided for him, | Peyton volunteered his services, and had command of 
sont ithe battalion; he shot one Indian, and captured ano- 

We have received for publication a copy of the or- | ther who was loading his riffle. Lieut. May rede 
der issued by General Jesup, on the oecasion of dis-| avainst Philip and upset him, when our men took him 
charging from the U. 8. Serviee the regiment of! prisoner ; he then chased another on foot, struck him 
Creek volunteers, A steamboat, having on board on the head with his sabre, and took him. The last 
about 200 warriors, arrived at Pensacola from ‘Tam- party captured (Billy’s) showed fight, and in the at- 
pa Bay, on Wednesday, 13(h ult., and leit the next tack, Peyton shot this warrior. This was all done by 
day for Pass Christian, where their families were night marches, and the men lay in hammocks, two or 


a 
many privations, he was conveyed to the garrison} 


located awaiting their return to be transported to the 
West. 


Heap QuARTERS, ARMY OF THE South, 2 | 
Tumpa Bay, Sept. 2, 1837. § | 

ORDERS 2 | 
No. 172. $ 

Major W. G. Freeman, senior officer of the Creek, 
regiment present, will conduct the detachment re- | 
maining in Florida to Mobile Point, or to Pass Chris- | 
tian, should the Creek families have removed to the | 
latter place. The regiment will be then mustered | 
out of service, and honorably discharged. | 

In taking leave of this regiment, the Major General | 
Commanding would do injustice to his own feelings, 
and disappoint the expectations of the Government | 
and the country, were he to omit the expression of) 
his approbation of the conduct of the officers, chiefs, | 
and warriors, generally. | 

To Major Morris, Major Freeman, Captain Lee, | 
and Captain Boyd, he tenders his warmest thanks for | 
the ability, gallantry, and zeal with which they have | 
performed the severe and laborious duties with which | 
they have been charged ; they have his best wishes | 
for their future fame and prosperity. | 

In the name of his country, as well as for himself, | 
he thanks the Creek chiefs and warriors for the good | 
faith, bravery, and patient endurance which they. 
have constantly manifested, during the whole period | 
of their arduous service. He condoles with the fami. | 
lies and friends of those who have fallen in battle, or | 
have been victims to the diseases of the cliimate ;| 
and he assures them that he will use every proper | 
means to obtain from the bounty of the country pro- | 
vision for the families and children of the deceased. | 
He wishes the chiefs, warriors, and their families a | 
safe and pleasant journey to their new homes; and | 
peace, prosperity, and happiness there. 

Lieut. Searle will muster and discharge the regi- 
ment ; and Paymaster Major Fraser will canse it to. 
be paid either at New Orleans, or the Pass Christian. | 

The Superintendent of the Creek removal will re-| 
quire the contractors to commence the movement of 
the whole body of Indians westward, so soon as the | 
regiment be discharged and paid. 


By order of Major General Jesup : 


T. B. LINNARD, 
4. D.C. and Ass’t. Adj. Gen, 


three feet deep with water, fortwo or three nights 
without any sleep.” 


The Nashville Banner of the 24th ult. states the 2d 
regiment of U. S. Dragoons, under the temporary 
command of Captain Tompkins, arrived at that place 
the day previous,on its way to Florida. Coloneb 
Twiggs was left sick at Hopkinsville, Ky. 








PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS IN THE NAv¥. 
By and with the advice and consent of the Senate. 
Alexander S. Wadsworth, to be Commissioner of the 

Navy Board, May 17, 1837. 
Cicero Price, 
Alberto Griffith, 
Jobn R. Goldsborough, 
Charles 8. Boggs, 
Augustus H. Kilty, 
S. Wilson Kellogg, of N. ¥. } 
Joseph Beale, Pa. 
Wilhiain E. Coale, Md. 
Edward J. Rutter, Md. To be Assistant Sur- 
Richard J. Harrison, Va. > geonsin the Navy, 
John T. Mason, Va. | Sept. 6, 1837. 
James M. Smith, Pa. 
Charles W. Tait, Ala. 
Charles D. Maxwell, Pa. j 

To be Pursers. 

Robert Pettit, of Penn., 6th April, 1837. 
Richard R. Waldron, of N. H., 15th June, 1837. 
William Speiden, of D. C., 30 August, 1837. 


Passed Midshipmen, to be 
Lieutenants, Sept. 6, 
1837. 








ITEMS. 

The Cincinnati Whig states that Midshipman Ro- 
bert Burts is the author of the new novel, called 
«The Seourge of the Ocean.” 

A Resolution has passed both Houses, fixing upon 
Monday the 16th inst. for the close of the present 


extra session. 


Lieut. J. H. Ward and Dr. J. R. Chandler, of the 
Navy, left Pensacola on the 15th ult. for the North ; 
the latter in consequence of ill health. 
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During the absence of Major Brant in Florida, 
Captain G. H. Crosman, of the 6th Infantry, will per- 
form the duties pertaining to the Quarter Master’s 
department at St. Louis. 

The ship Charleston, from Tampa Bay, via Charles- 


ton, S. C., with several officers and invalid soldiers of 


the army, arrived at Old Point Comfort on Friday 
last. The schooner Empire has been chartered to 
convey one hundred of these invalids to New York. 





ARRIVALS A'T WASHINGTON. 


Sept. 26—Brig Gen. J E. Wool, Insp. Gen. Gadsby’s. 
Col. W. J. Worth, Ordn. do. 


Col. B. K. Pierce, Arty. de, 
Gen. J. R. Fenwick, 4thf{Arty. Mrs. Ulrich’s. 
Lt. Col. S. H. Long, T. E. Fuller’s. 
Lt. W. Hoffinan, 6th Inf. do. 





LETTERS ADVERTISED. 
W asninoton, Oct. 1, 1837. 

Army.—Lt. B. Conkling, Capt. E. Harding, 2, Dr 
B. F. Harney, 3, Col. W. S. Harney, Capt. W. W. 
Morris, Col. B. K. Pierce, Col. W. J. Worth, Capt. J. 
M. Washington. 

LATE OF THE ARMy.—John Bratt, F. L. Dancy, 7, G. 
P. Kingsbury. 

Navy.—Dr. J. F. Brooke, Lt. J. A. Dahlgren, Capt. 
L. Kearny, P. Mid. R. L. Love, P. Mid. J. IT... Me- 
Laughlin, Capt. W. Ramsay, 6, P. Mid. H. Stellwagen. 


PASSENGERS. 
CHaArceston.—Sept. 23, per steamboat Charleston, 
from Black Creek, Capt. C. Thomas, of the army. 











DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 





SEMINOLE WAR. 

CHARLESTON, Sept. 23.—By the steam packet 
Charleston, Capt. Bonnell, arrived this forenoon from 
Black Creek, we have received the Jacksonville Cou- 
rier of the 19th inst., froin which we have copied the 
following, which is the only intelligence it contains. 

Gen. Jesup arrived at Black Creek, 18th inst., and 
left for St. Augustine on the 21st. 


JACKSONVILLE, Sept. 19. 

We are happy to announce the arrival of Col. Win. 
J. Mills, trom Newnansville, after an absence of seve- 
ral months. We feel indebted to his politeness for 
the following information : 

Gen. Jesup had a “talk”? with Coa Hajo, Tuskine- 
haw, and Billy Hicks, at Fort King, on the 19th 
and 20th ult., the former represented himself as be- 
ing an Envoy Extraordinary, &c., from Micanopy, 
Jumper, Alligator, and others, of that belligerent 
mass, made professions of friendship, and as being 
determined to fight no more, but as adhering to their 
treaty to move West! The General named the first 
of October as the time for them to be at Fort Brooke 
to embark, they thought the time too short, but pro- 
mised to communicate with the Chiefs, immediately, 
the result of this conference; they further promised 
to cause the horses recently stolen from Forts Brooke 
and Micanopy to be returned, and to commit no fur- 
ther depredations. 

They state the Micasukeys, headed by “Abiaca,” 
(Sam Jones,) as still being at war, but that they were 
not without a hope of bringing them over to the peace 
party. The officers very generally cistrust all of these 
professions, and imagine that we shall have a very 
sharp contest yet. 

They have all left the vicinity of Fort King by 
the last advices, and have committed no depreda- 
tions. 








LitTLe Rock, Sept. 4.—Captain R. D. C. Collins, 
U.S. A., and principal disbursing agent, Indian 
Department, for the Southwestern Territory, arrived 
here on Tuesday last. Captain Collins, during his 








tour, visited the Cherokees, Creeks, Seminoles, and 
Choctaws. He represents these tribes as prosperous ; 
and, so far as he could learn, all the Indians on our 
Western fionticr are friendly and well disposed to- 
wards the whites. 

We learn that Col. Wuistrier and Capt. Stuart, 
U.S.A., together with Dr. Decamp, have been ap- 
pointed Commissioners to choose a site for a fort on 
the Western frontier. with instructions to locate it 
between Webber’s Falls and the Arkansas line. It 
will probably be located above Fort Cotfee.— Times. 





The Richmond Enquirer states that Gen Woot, of 
the U.S. ariny, reached that city on Saturday last, 
on his way to -Vashington. The Court of Inquiry, 
which met upon his case at Knoxville, was about a 
fortnight in session, and adjourned on the 14th. 

Mr. Hicks, one of the Cherokee Chiets, and of the 
half breed, has also passed through that city on his 
way to Washington. Five or six other Chiefs, with 
John Ross ainong them, are expected in a few days. 
‘They are repairing to Washington, with the design of 
attempting to make some change in the Cherokee 
Treaty. The following letter to the Governor of 
Georgia, from the Colonel commanding the Georgia 
Troops, now stationed in the Cherokee country : 

«“ New Ecuortra, GeorGia, 
September 7, 1837. 


** To His Excellency, WitL1AM SCHLEY. 

«* Str: In obedience to orders, I have to report the 
regiment, which I was ordered to raise, as ready for 
duty. In doing so, I have to remark that, from the 
best information I have been enabled to obtain upon 
the subject, there is but one opinion, as regards the 
necessity of additional force for the protection of the 
citizens of the Cherokee country, in Georgia. The 
late council held by John Ross, has produced a fixed 
determination on the part of the Indians, to remain 
| (without preparation) until compelled to remove by 
(force. ‘This leaves but one course, and that is, to 
|preptre for the worst. 

** Whether the time has arrived to place this force 
in the field, is the question. I say it has: for with. 
out some immediate action, you have to encounter 
their whole opposition, for none of them will have re- 
moved. With it, many would leave, from their fear 
to remain after the time specified by the late treaty ; 
and if necessary, this force could disarm the tribe of 
their weapons in one day, which would go far to pre- 
vent bloodshed. They could, also, in the interim, 
before the time of removal, arrest the 1,500 Creeks, 
now resting on the borders of Georgia, without home 
or occupation, who would readily engage in a butche- 
ry for plunder. 

«With high consideration and respect, I am your 
obedient servant. 





*C, H. NELSON, Col. Com.” 





From the National Intelligencer. 

Inptan Councit.—The Indian Council again met 
the Secretary of War yesterday morning at ten 
o’clock, in Dr. Laurie’s church. A large company 
of ladies and gentlemen completely filled the pews, 
aisles, and galleries of the church. After the honora- 
ble Secretary of War had taken a few whiffs of the 
calumet, and each of the twenty-six Indians compo- 
sing the deputation had done the same, the interpre- 
ter, Mr, Campbell, was directed to inform the Indians 
that the Government would not offer them less for 
their lands than they were worth; that the money 
offered to them was not the Secretary’s money, but 
the money of the people, and that the Secretary could 
not offer them more without the sanction of the Great 
Council (Congress) now in session, and that if not 
accepted, they would probably have to return empty- 
handed. 

The interpreter was then desired to explain to the 
Indians how the Jarge sum of money which was of- 
fered to them for their lands was proposed to be ap- 
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plied for their benefit. This he did, at the Secreta- 
ry’s request, by stating, after the Secretary had named 
the several propositions, which we understood to be 
the following : 

1. It proposed to set aside out of the proffered mil- 
lions of dollars, the suin of $200,000 to be applied as 
annuities for their benefit, to provide them with sup- 
plies and all the necessaries of life forever. It was 
explained to the Indians that unless the money was 
so applied for their benefit, and that of their children, 
it would immediately be gone, and do them no good 
whatever ; and that it was a very large sum of money, 
and would supply them with every thing necessary 
for their comfort. 

2. It was proposed to give $100,000 to the Half 
Breeds, to extinguish their claims. 

3. It was proposed to apply $70,000 to the pay- 
ment of the just debts due from the nation. 

4. It was proposed to apply $300,000 for the erec- 
tion of mills and other buildings necessary for their 
use and comfort. 

5. It was proposed to let them have goods every 
year to the amount of $18,000, with the privilege of 
selecting such as they like ; the goods to be furnish- 
ed at a low rate. 

6. It was proposed to apply $170,000 for black- 
smiths’ establishments, ana the manufacture of agri- 
cultural implements, &c. 

7. It was proposed to apply $170,000 to the pur- 
chase of tobacco, salt, powder, and provisions. 

The above were the substance of the propositions 
as we understood them. After consulting for about 
half an hour, one of the Chiefs arose and made a short 
talk to the Secretary of War. We could not hear the 
explanation of the Interpreter, but understood hit to 
say, that the [Indians wished a little time to deliberate 
upon the propositions in private. The Council then 
adjourned urtil four o’clock in the afternoon. 

Monpay Eventne.—The Indian deputation met 
the Secretary of War this afternoon, but the Indian 
Council was not prepared to give a definite answer 
to the Government propositions, and adjourned to this 
morning. — 

SIGNING THE TREATY.— Yesterday, after a long 
talk by the Indian deputation, at Dr. Laurie’s Church, 
the treaty entered into between the Hon. SEcRETARY 
oF War, onthe part of the United States, and the 
Srovux deputation, was signed by the contracting par- 
ties, in the presence of a very large company of la- 
dies and gentlemen. The terms of the treaty, which 
we may hereafter publish, are not materially variant | 
from those proposed by the Government, of which we | 
published an accurate statement on Thursday last. | 
Several gentlemen were on the platform during the | 
ceremony of signing the treaty, among whom we), 
noticed the Hon. Secretary of the Navy and the Hon. 
Secretary of the Treasury. 

When the Indians stood round the Secretary of War, 
just before they signed the treaty, several of them ad- 
dressed him with great earnestness and emotion, pre- 
ferring to their Great Father many prayers and re- 
quests, such as, that they might be paid in dollars and | 
half dollars, and no other kind of money (one of the 
chiefs placing upon the table a silver dollar and half 
dollar to make the Secretary well acquainted with their 
request ;) that their white missionary, who had taught 
them how to cultivate their lands, might be permitted 
to remain with them, and that their Great Father 
(the President) would be pleased to send amongst 
them a fair trader to deal with them. The Indians 
complained of the impositions to which they had been | 
subject by traders who had heretofore settled amongst 
them, and hoped to be freed from their exactions. 
They hoped that their Great Father and his people 
would hold fast the bonds of peace ; and, after each of, 
the chiefs had taken hold of the pen, as directed, | 
they concluded the treaty, shook hands with the Se- 
cretary, and every one upon the platform, and then 








left the church. 


ARRIVAL OF DisTINGUISHED INpDIANs.—Another 
party of the Sacs and Foxes, consisting of about 
thirty-four persons, men and women, under the care 
of Gen. Street, the United States Agent, arrived by 
the cars from Baltimore yesterday morning. Among 
the number is the celebrated Black Hawk, and his 
son, (an Indian of very noble and bold aspect,) and 
the famous chief Keokuck. As soon as it was known 
that Black Hawk and his son were among the party, 
the greatest curiosity prevailed among our citizens to 
see them. On their way from the railroad office to 
the Virginia Coffee House, adjcining the Treasury 
Department, where this party put up, the Indians 
were followed by an unusual number of spectators. 
We understand that this party of Indians represent 
a very numerous and warlike tribe who reside on the 
banks of the Mississippi, and at a great distance from 
the Sacs and Foxes, whose arrival we noticed several 
days ago. The party who arrived yesterday by the 
cars brought with them drums and some instruments 
of music, which they beat and played upon as they 
moved along Pennsylvania Avenue. 

INDIANS AT THE NATIONAL THEATRE.—On Sa- 
turday evening, (Miss Nelson’s benefit,) the whole 
of the Sioux Indians, naw in the city, attended the 
Theatre by invitation. So delighted were they with 
her performances, that they expressec their high gra- 
tification in speeches, gestures, and the most expres- 
sive looks of approbation. Some of the chiefs threw 
their war-caps upon the stage, and presented the fa- 
vored actress with valuable buffalo skins. She, in 
turn, presented the chiefs with ostrich feathers, taken 
from the plume which formed part of her head dress. 
The whole scene, which a literary gentleman present 
has kindly promised to describe, is represented as 
being one of extraordinary and thrilling interest. 





Brigadier Gen. Atkinson has been instructed by 
the Secretary of War to receive into the service of 
the United States in addition to the three hundred al- 
ready called for from the Platte district, six hundred 
volunteers from Missouri. In furtherance of these 
views of the Secretary, we learn that Gen. Atkinson 
has left St. Louis for Columbia for the purpose of fa- 
cilitating the raising and mustering into service these 
additional troops. They are required to be at Tampa 
Bay by the middle of October inst., or the Ist of No- 
vember next.—St. Louis Republican. 





By the United States’ steamer Poinsett, Captain 
James Trathen, we received New York papers of 
Saturday and Sunday last. The Poinsett left New 
York on Sunday at 12, meridian, and arrived at Old 
Point, at 1, P. M., yesterday, making the run in the 
unprecedented short time of twenty-five hours. 

The Poinsett is bound to Charleston, and will sail 
for that port in a day or two. She will, we under- 
stand, ply between some point on the St. John’s 
river to Charleston, for the purpose of affording Go- 
vernment the earliest intelligence from the army in 
Florida. She is a beautiful boat, of about 250 tons 
burthen.—Norfolk Beacon. 





DEPARTURE OF TROOPS FOR Fioripa.—The de- 
tachment of U. S. troops, ordered from Fort Monroe 
for Florida, embarked on Wednesday afternoon in 
the ships Caledonia, Brander, and Jefferson, which 
went tosea yesterday morning. ‘They are under the 
command of Major Firby. The following officers 
accompany the detachment: Major R. M. Kirby ; 
Lieuts. Chapman, Hooker, McLane, Armstrong, 
Early, Taylor, Conkling, Arnold, French, Fowler, 
and Rodney; Drs. Henderson and Arnold. 





Grand Militia muster.—No less than 4,000 troops, 
under Brig. Gen. Pratt, were reviewed by the Govern- 
or and Maj. Gen. Pitkin, at Hartford, (Conn.) a few 
days since. The militia of this State are all uniformed 
and considered the best disciplined in the Union.— 
NV. Y. Star. 
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Suip Tusxkina, New York Harbor, 
Sept. 22, 1837. 

The following is a list of the officers of the Army, 
&c., on board the ship Tuskina, in readiness to sail 
for Tampa Bay, E. F., viz: 

Lt. Col. Cummings, Commanding 3d Infantry. 

Major W. Hoftfinan, Commanding detachment. 

Ist. Lt. J. M. Hill, Adjutant and A. A. Q. M. 

Surgeon R. S. Satterlee. 

Ist Lt. A. B. Eaton. 

Ist Lt. G. W. Patten. 

2d Lt. J. V. Bomford. 

2d Lt. H. W. Wesseller. 

2d Lt. J. W. Anderson. 

2d Lt. M. R. Patrick. 

2d Lt. J. G. Harvie. 

All of the 2d Regiment of Infantry, with 240 rank 
and file, all well—N. York Cour. §& Eng. 





NOTICE TO MARINERS. 
CoLvectTor’s Orrice, District of PorTsMouTH, 
September 23, 1837. 

A black spar buoy has been placed on Cod Rock, 
near Fort Point, at the entrance of Portsmouth har- 
bor, in thirteen feet water. Vessels passing into the 
harbor, by leaving this buoy on the larbord hand, 
thirty feet distant, will have six fathoms of water. 

A black spar buoy has also been placed on the 
ledge at the N. E. point of Amazon’s Island, in ten 
feet water. Vessels passing up the harbor, by leav- 
ing this buoy on the larbord hand, thirty feet distant, 
will have nine fathoms water. 

A black spar buoy has also been placed on the 
eastern edge of Sunken Rocks, in ten feet water, 
bearing about E. from the monument of said rocks. 
Vessels passing up the harbor, by leaving this buoy 
on the larbord hand, forty feet distant, will have seven 
fathoms water. 

Two spar buoys have also been placed as guides in 
entering Spruce Creek harbor, to wit:—A_ white 
buoy on the S. W. point of Hick’s Rocks, in fourteen 
feet water, and a black buoy on Jamaica Point, in 
ten feet water. Vessels entering Spruce Creek har- 
bor, by leaving the white buoy on the larbord hand, 
thirty feet distant, five fathoms water; and by leav- 
ing the black buoy on the larbord hand, fifty feet dis- 
tant, will have six fathoms water. 

After passing the two last inentioned buoys about 
one hundred feet, vessels may anchor in seven fathoms 
water, in good muddy bottom; and by keeping in 
mid-channel, and running about N., may anchor in 
six or seven fathoms water, 

N. B.—Hick’s Rocks are under water at about two 
thirds tide, and the depth of water named in the pre- 
ceeding directions were taken at low water. 

DAN. P. DROWN, 
Collector, and Superintendent of buoys. 





Suip PENNsyLVANIA.—We have been informed, 
through the politeness of one of the officers at the 
station, that this mammoth of the line is now being 
rapidly completed, underthe hands of about four hun- 
dred men. Her topmast is fitted, and her batteries 
are all ordered to be thus, as alsoher armamert; and 
he adds, that about five hundred men are expected to 
take her away.—Philadelphia Daily Focus. 





U.S. sutp INDEPENDENCE IN THe BALTIC. 
Extract of a letter from an officer on board the U.S. 
ship Independence, to a gentleman in Washington 

city. 
«U.S. sore INDEPENDENCE, 
Cronstydl, Aug. 5, 1837. 

«This day week we anchored in this place, and 
at about 1 o’clock of the same day, the Emperor 
{of Russia] visited the ship incog., with all his Min- 
isters, among whom was the distinguished diploma- 
tist, Count Nesselrode. It was his wish to have 
visited and left the ship without being recognised. 


—Soer 


But inthis he was disappointed; for it was soon 
whispered among the crew, that the Emperr Nicho- 
las was on board; and, indeed, it required but little 
penetration to discover in the crowd the man who 
is considered the best looking personage in all 
his dominions. On his leaving our ship, we man- 
ned the yards, ran the Russian flag to the mainmast 
head, and saluted him with forty-one guns, which 





was immediately returned, by the same number, by 
one of his frigates; he (the Emperor) causing an 
American flag to be hoisted at his masthead; the 
honor, it is said, never before paid to any foreign 
nation. 

«The next day, his favorite steamer came down, 
and conveyed the Commodore and Mr. Dallas to 
Peterhoti, his summer residence. Last Monday 
evening, another boat of the Emperor’s came down, 
and took a number of officers, including myself, to 
the palace. On our landing from the boat, we found 
the Ewperor’s carriages with splendid horses, wait- 
ing for us, with a General, one of the Emperor’s 
aids, to conduct us. We were taken round the gar- 
dens, and then to the Opera, where we saw the Em- 
peror, the Empress, and their daughter, the Grand 
Duchess. ‘The day following, one of the Emperor’s 
boats was sent down to take Mr. Dallas to St. sheet 
burg. Several officers, with myself, accompanied 
Mr. Dallas, and after dining with him, went, in the 
evening, to one of the most beautiful opera houses I 
had ever seen, where, it was said, there were more 
than three hundred persons on the stage at the same 
time; forty of them female dancers, not inferior, in 
my opinion, to Madame Celeste. 

“It took me three hours and a half to walk through 
the winter palace, and four to go through the armory. 
The latter place contains two hundred thousand stand 
of arms, in perfect order, besides all the standards 
taken from the Turks. I saw several curiosities of 
the Empress Catharine; the gig that Peter the Great 
rode in, and his triumphal chariot ; and all the dresses 
worn by the Emperors and Empresses, from the time 
of Catherine and Peter the Great, down to the pre- 
sentday. I visited some of the most splendid ang 
richest churches in the world. 

« Whilst we remained at St. Petersburg, one of the 
Emperor’s aids accompanied us every where, and 
extended tous every civility and attention in his 
power. It would have taken me several months to 
have indulged my curiosity. I need not add, that I 
was exceedingly pleased with my visit, and highly 
gratified at the attentions paid us.” 





Horrtp Mutiny ann Massacke.—We are in- 
formed that Mr. Davis, first officer of the bark Isa- 
bella, just arrived at New Bedford, brings a report 
that, about twenty days prior to their departure from 
New Zealand, a shocking event occurred on board the 
ship Ploughboy, Captain Brown, of this port—the 
particulars of which are thus related: In order to 
complete the crew of the ship, three natives of New 
Zealand were employed, who, having taken offence at 
the treatment received {rom some of the officers, re-« 
venged themselves by murdering two of the hands, 
and barbarously wounding a third. These atrocities 
were committed aft night. The natives being for- 
ward, first beheaded aseaman who was on the watch ; 
a boatsteerer, in the gangway, hearing a noise, and 
going forward to ascertain the cause, received a ter- 
rible cut from a hatchet, driven deeply into his shoul- 
der; the man at the wheel was next attacked, pierced 
through the body with a spear, and fell dead through 
the skylight. Those below being thus aroused, hast- 
ened on deck, and found the murderers had cut adrift 
all the boats, in one of which they were endeavoring 
to escape. One of the natives was shot by those on 
the ship’s deck, but the others got off. Next morning 
three of the boats were picked up, together with the 
dead body of the native. The name of one ofthe mur- 
dered seamen is stated to be John Coles, of Nantuck- 
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et; the other was a native of Denmark, name not given | and therefore the high pressure have been substituted. 


—nor is that of the wounded man reported.—Nan- 


Perceiving that the means adopted to obtain the 


tucket Inquirer. | desired object are perfectly ineilicient ; that the mere 


outlay will swallow up the appropriation; that it is 


MarseEILtes, Aug. 6.—For the information of|as impossible to remove or prevent the deposites of 
Captains coining here, you will please to state that/loreign matter incessantly conveyed by the Missis- 


there have been two lights established at the entrance 
of this Harbor, one on the right, as you enter, fixed, 
and the other the left, revolving. The one on the 


left 40. 
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DOMESTIC MISCELLANY. 








From the New York Times. 
MOUTHS OF THE MISSISSIPPI. 

The following interesting paper we owe to an ac- 
complished friend : 

Mississippi DEBOUCHES.—Whatever directly or 
materially affects the commercial interests of either | 
N. York or New Orleans, may justly be considered as 
of national importance—ours being the principal im- 

orting, and the latter, the chief exporting city in the | 
nion. Congress lately made an appropriation of 
$285,000 to remove the obstacles now impeding the | 





| sippi waters, as to arrest the sea tide with Canute’s 
truncheon; and knowing that dredging must be at- 
tended with accumulated annual expenses, the New 
right is 80 feet from the water, and the one on the | 


Orleans Ciamber of Coinmerce again considered the 
subject, and appointed a committee of their body 


to proceed to Washington, to remonstrate with the 


War Department. In this state the matter now con- 
tinnes, and hence it is that we desired to call public 
attention to the subject, as generally important to the 
commercial part of our community, and particularly 
interesting to the Atlantic cities, as well as to New 
Orleans. 

There are few professing even a slight knowledge 
of hydraulics, who are not aware that the action of 
water in any river or current, inust invariably make 
and maintain its channel, bed, and course, modified 
by its volume and declination; and that the proper 
direction of that action is the primary object to be 
considered in any plan adopted to improve the chan- 
nel of any navigable river. This has not only been 


navigation of the Mississippi River at its outlets or| conclusively demonstrated by philosophers, but prac- 
mouths, where there are mud or sand bars of some | tically evidenced by the experiments and experience 
extent, which very frequently prevent the passage of | of the most scientific engineers; and it is therefore 
ships drawing over 12 feet water, and produce, not/ unnecessary to enter minutely into the subject in the 


only delays and disasters, but serious losses or enor. | 
mous expenses to the merchants engaged in the New | 
Orleans trade. Probably not less than $300,000 | 
could cover the losses and expenses annually sustain- | 
ed in consequence of those bars having accu:nulated | 
of late. 

As a necessary result of the appropriation made by 
Congress, a survey of the passes and bars was order- | 
ed, and was undertaken by Captain Wm. H. Chase, | 
with Lieutenant Poole and others, who were engaged | 
at the work for two or three weeks in January last, | 
and reported accordingly to General Gratiot, chief en- | 
gineer of the United States. The merchants of New 
Orleans, aware of how much importance must be any 
plan adopted to remove the bars, anxiously sought 
for and obtained a copy of that report, to ascertain 
what was recommended by Captain Chase. Being dis- 
satisfied with the tenor and recommendations of the 
report, the members of the Chamber of Commerce 
authorized their president to obtain all the informa- 
tion possible on the subject, and to have a special 
survey taken of the southwest pass, which is the 
principal one. That report, with the documents sub- 
sequently collected, has been published in pampblet 
form, by the New Orleans Chamber of Commerce. 

Captain Chase had directly recommended the con- 
struction of a ship canal on the left side of the river, 
immediately above its delta, and had indirectly re- 
commended that dredging machines should be em- 
ployed to remove the existing bars. The cost of the 
canal he had estimated at ten millions of dollars only, 
and of dredging machines only six hundred thousand | 
dollars for an honest outlay, with about sixty thou- 
sand dollars for their annual maintenance. The ex- 
pense of the canal being beyond bounds, its construc- 
tion being utterly impracticable in that locality, and 
its results being certainly useless, if not positively in- 
jurious eventually, General Gratiot adopted the plan 
of dredging, and accordingly he gave orders for the 
construction, in Philadelphia, of two boats with dredg- 
ing machines to excavate the bars, and of two sloops 
to transport the matter so raised. The first outlay 
for the preparatory works may not therefore exceed 
two hundred thousand dollars, however true it may 
be that four or five practical errors have already been 
committed. For instance, two pressure engines 
were first ordered and manufactured ; but it was 
found that they were unsuited to the Mississippi 
waters, perpetually surcharged. with terrene matter, 





transient notice of a daily journal. 

Doubtless dredging may be advantageously employ- 
ed to remove bars or obstacles which exist in still 
waters ; and it may be admitted that dredging ma- 
chines are greatly serviceable on canals, where their 
power of removing the sediment can be rendered 
completely predominant over the occasionally acting 
depository power from sea or rivers. But when that 
power is continued always, and increased frequently, 
the inutility and absurdity of employing similar means 
to prevent the irregularities of current streams or 
floods, must be apparent. Hence it is that dredging 
has had a salutary effect in removing the sediment 
from the canals in the Netherlands ; but hence, also, 
is it that dredging has miserably failed whenever and 
wherever used on a navigable river, having an ade- 
quate volume and velocity of waters to secure a cer- 
tain action or definite momentum. 

Yet though dredging signally failed on the Thames, 
the Rhine, the Clyde, and various other rivers of 
Europe, and has also on the Hudson, Patapsco, De- 
laware, and other rivers in our own country, itis a 
matter of interest and importance to know that all 
proper measures adapted to correct ur regulate the 
action of water in navigable rivers have invariably 
succeeded. The works constructed at and near the 
oversilaugh on the Hudson, were not what we term 
proper, because they were calculated to turn the cur- 
rent into a devious and serpentine course, whereby 
the banks have been greatly excavated, the deposits 
necessarily augmented, and the bars of course injuri- 
ously enlarged and extended ; at the same time that 
the flood and sea currents in the river have been foreed 
to act in a different line and an opposing effeet; yet 
had the bed been narrowed and straightened at the 
overslaugh by regular jetties or embankinents, instead 
of having been obstructed by ill-contrived and ill-con- 
structed piers of irregular dimensions and directions, 
we should now and hereafter have at least 12 feet 
water at all seasons between this city and Albany. 
The utter failure and enormous expense attending 
the works on the Hudson have made the intelligent 
merchants of New Orleans pause and ponder ere they 
can assent to have mere idle experiments attempted 
to improve the navigation of the Mississippi river, on 
which their commercial existence or prosperity is 
chiefly or solely dependent. 

The New Orleans Chamber of Commerce have 
preferred to adopt the plan pursued in improving the 
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navigation of the European rivers,such as the Rhine, ' 


Adige, and others on the Continent; and the Thames, 
Clyde, and similar rivers in Great Britain: that is, 
to adjust the bed.to the quantity and fall of the waters 
—thereby giving them such a velocity and direction 
as will secure their action irom tending towards the 
banks, and ensure its being concentrated at the bot 
tom. This may be done by piles, by stone piers, or 


by jetties formed of fascines made of brushwood. | 


The latter mode has been eminently successful in 
Holland ; and is certain to be equally so, and chiefly 
to be recommended in all alluvial conntries like Lou- 
isiana. It is purposed by the members of that Chain- 
ber to limit and straighten the channel of the south- 
west pass, which would assuredly produce an accu- 
mulation of waters in that pass; thereby removing 
not only the present bar in it, but as certainly pre- 
venting the accumulation of future ones: the other 
passes to be left untouched. ‘To effect this the cost 
would not exceed $500,000; and a very eminent en- 
gineer, ALBERT STEIN, has proposed a contract to 
this effect for that amount. 

One simple fact may be adduced to show the great 
power possessed by the action of waters in a river, 
and the utter impossibility of employing successfully 
any substitute of art for this plain and powerful pro- 
cess of nature. It has been found by a minute and 
accurate survey, and by repeated experiments tanta- 
mount to experience, that the average quantity of 
solid matter suspended in the waters of the Ganges 


during the rainy season is by weight 1-428th part of 


the fluid ; and that the number of cubic feet of water 
discharged per second is 494,208 during 122 days of 
said season. Taking, then, the water at about half 
the specific gravity of the dried mud, the solid matter 
discharged will be 1-856th part in bulk, or 577 cubic 
feet per second, which would give a total of 
6,082,041,600 cubic feet for the discharge in the 122 
days, or 49,852,800 feet per day. Now, counting 16 
cubic feet of mud equal to a ton, the quantity of solid 
matter transported daily by the action of the Ganges, 
waters will be 3,115,800 tons ; which would require 
about 5,200 ships of 600 tons each daily to convey it. 
And it may safely be asserted that the sediment and 
action of the Mississippi waters are twice as great as 
those of the Ganges: and, therefore, double the 
number and means of art would be indispensable on 
the former river which might be necessary on the 
latter. 

Yet itis singularly supposed that two ploughing 
engines to excavate or loosen the bars, and two 


sloops to transport the sand or mud at the passes of | 


the Mississippi are adequate to remove and restrain 
its irregularities, however produced and extended! 

We beg to urge the subject upon the earnest con- 
sideration of the accomplished head of the War De- 
partinent. 


Summer AmvuseMENTs.—One night early this 
week, the corps dramatique of the Concord sloop of 
war, invited as many of the crew of each ship of the 
squadron as could be spared froin duty, to witness the 
representation of the tragedy of Douglass, together 
with a considerable flourish of songs, interlude, and 
all that; the whole to conclude with the langhable 
and much admired farce of the Lying Varlet; all of 
which was regularly set down in the bill of the play, 
drawn out in a very neat and clerkly hand. 
past seven was the hour fixed for the rising of the 
curtain. Editors, it is known, have the entre at all 
theatres, and we were there at the appointed hour. 
Some little delay occurred, growing out, perhaps, of 
adjusting the attire of Lady Randolph to the some- 
what too muscular proportions of Mr. Thomas Gin- 
ter, or some such untoward cause; but at length the 
little bell began to tinkle, and all was attention. The 
curtain rose to the admiring eyes of four or five hun- 
dred spectators, consisting entirely of the crews of the 
different ships. For the most of them seats had Seen 


Half} 


provided, but it was curious to see how Jack dis- 
dained the quietude and restraint of the sitting pos- 
ture. The audience were soon seen clinging to the 
rigging, the guns, and the sides of the ship, and the 
hammock netting was literally crammed with boys. 
“Stil, they sat (or stood, or clung) out the play, with 
‘most commendable decorum ; always applauding in 
the right time and place, though sometimes laughing 
|most obstreperously at what the author intended 
'should call forth ** the melting mood.” But no mat- 
_ter—they did not come to weep over the wrongs of 
| Young Norval. 

Among the entertainments of the evening, between 
ithe play and afterpiece, all hands were piped to grog. 

While we were wondering in what manner equal and 
exact justice was to be done in this delicate matter, 
so that every one of the four hundred might get bis 
'share and no one should get more, the proper officer 
began to call the roll; for, with the usual attention 
‘to system in the navy, each ship haa sent a list of the 
| persons in attendance from that ship. AIl apprehen- 
\sion of injustice was thus entirely removed, until it 
| was ascertained that one of the ships had sent no list. 
| Here then was a hole for Jack to creep out at. Not 
that he would wrong his hospitable entertainers out 
‘of the thousandth part of a bawbee, but the joke of 
getting two or three extra drinks, by bustling u 
through the crowd and hailing from the missing roll, 
'was too good to be Inst. This over, the Farce com- 
/menced, and the multitude enjoyed it even more than 
they did the Play—for why, it was later in the even- 
ing, and every body, actors and audience and all, 
| were in a better condition to impart and to receive 
| enjoyment. 

These entertainments are highly creditable, not on- 
'ly to the men by whom they are gotten up, but to the 
| officers also, without whose permission and assistance 
nothing of the kind could of course be attempted. Ex- 
,ercises of this character cannot fail to make these 
| hardy sons of the ocean more respectable and better 
satisfied with their condition. Such amusements can 
| be enjoyed at intervals only ; but there is a month or 
|two in every year, during which the elements make 
lit unsafe for the squadron to be at sea, and the dis- 
| eases of the climate render it equally unsafe to lie at 
|any port but this upon the station. We cannot con- 
|ceive of a more innocent or a more profitable mode of 
spending the spare time of the men, during this sea- 

son, than that which has been fallen upon on board 
the Concord. 
| As to the merits of the acting, we can only say gen- 


| 


verally, that it was highly creditable, and the whole 
arrangement exhibited taste, skill, and talent.— Pen. 
sacola Gazelle. 


THe Reearra, off Castle Garden yesterday, prov- 
ed most attractive, and the beautiful afternoon gave 
double zest to the pleasure. A bright sun, tempered 
by a fresh and cooling breeze from the south, made 
indeed holliday weather of it; and thousands and tens 
of thousands took advantage ef it. On the north side 
of the exterior wall of Castle Garden, seats had been 
arranged for the families and friends of the boat asso- 
ciations. These were filled to the water’s edge, while 
the upper wall of the Castle was covered with human 
beings in bright array. The battery, the wharves, 
and wood piles of the river—and the river itself, with 
every variety of crafts, steam, sail, and row-boats— 
were literally alive. The spectacle was indeed a 
beautiful one. 

There were three races, the first by ckiffs, one mile 
down the bay and back. It was won by the Ripple. 

The second race was for boats that had never won 
aprize. Five were entered, the Gazelle, Scylla of 
Newburg, Conover, Minerva, and Cleopatra, all boats 
of between 36 and 38 feet length, sowed wa six oars, 
and having a setter. The distance was two and a half 
miles to a stake boat, and return. The outward row 
was against a strong wind andtide. The Gazelle was 
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the victor—the boats all coming in in the order in 
which they are enumerated above. 

The third race was for the victors in former con- 
tests. The Wave, the Ariel, the Gull, the Corsair, 
the Halcyon, were the competitors. The distance 
was the same as in the second race, and the result is 
indicated by the order in which we have named the 
boats. 

The Wave—not the old one that has so often beaten 
before, but a new boat of the same name, but rowed 
by her old crew of Rollinses and others, performed 
the distance in a little under thirty minutes: a prodi- 
gious effort. 

The prizes were awarded after the races, by the 
Judges, Capt. M. C. Perry, U. S. navy, Alderman 
Patterson, and Capt. Robinson, of Newburg. They 
were, for the skiffs, a new and handsomely modelled 
and built skiff, from the yard of Seamen, of Jersey 
City. Fer the winner of each of the other races, a 
twenty-two foot boat, built by Crolius; and for the 
second boat in each of those races, a silver rudder- 
yoke, with silk cords and tassels. 

In the evening, the associated clubs, with their 
friends, partook, as we learn, of a well-served and joy- 
ous collation, from which only the superior obligation 
of attending our own ward meeting kept us away. 

These water exhibitions are in character for the 
dwellers in such a city as ours—surrounded on all 
sides by noble streams, and opening at once, through 
an unrivalled bay, to the ocean. They are, more- 
over, healthful—iree from temptations to vice or ex- 
cess—and what, in these times, is not the least re- 
commendations, comparatively cheap. We hope they 
will be persevered in.—N. Y. Gazeite. 





A PUNGENT ARGUMENT.—We happened last Sun- 
day afternoon to be at the Bethel in North square. 
The house was running over with seamen, who filled 
the body of the house, the stairs tothe pulpit, and even 
the pulpit itself. We give the following extract from 
the sermon of the afternoon, as a fair specimen of the 
style in which the Rev. Mr. Taylor makes a practical 
application of an important truth. « I say, shipmates, 
now look me full in the face. What shonld you say of 
the man aboard ship, who was always talking about 
his compass, and never using it? What should you 
think of the man, who, when the storm is gathering, 
night at hand, moon and stars shut out, on a lee shore, 


breakers ahead, then first begins to remember his |ference to his and their conduct in the Cherokee coun- 


compass, and says, ‘Oh, what a nice compass I have 

ot on board,’ if before that time he has never looked 
at it? Where is it that you keep your compass? Do 
you stow it away inthe hold? Do yon clap it into 
the fore-peak?” By this time Jack's face, that un- 
erring index of his soul, showed visibly, that the re- 
ductio ad absurdum hac begun to tel!. Then came 
by a natural logic, as correct as that of the school, the 
improvement. ‘Now then, brethren, listen to me. 
Believe not what the scoffer and the infidel say. The 
Bible, the Bible is the compass of life. Keep it al 


vention, which operates on a principle which we be- 
lieve to be entirely new, and which commands the 
approval of all nautical men; also, Nicholson’s im- 
proved ship’s windlass, which is too well known to 
require a description, it having been put on board four 
hundred and fifty vessels. 

Morse’s patent capstan, a capital invention, by 
which vast power is added to this useful machine, 
and which promises to come into general use. Also, 
Morse’s machine, which we noticed a few days since, 
for striking a bell, to warn ships against approaching 
adangerous coast. 

Elegant harness casks, from J. E. Warner, and 
Clapp and Goddard, of Boston. 

A patent transparent improved Mariner’s Compass; 
combining the qualities of a steering compass and 
telltale, and lighted by the lamp commonly used in 
the cabin, from D. W. & S. H. Barnes. 

Models of electro-magnetic machines, from Dr. 
Page of Salem, which seemed to excite much curt- 
osity. 

Model of Bunker Hill Monument, (as it,ts to be 
when finished,) trom J.'T. Buckingham. 

A painting on canvass of the Battle of Bunker Hill, 
by Pratt. This painting represents the death of War- 
ren; and it is said furnishes accurate likenesses of 
that martyr in the cause of liberty, General Putnam, 
Major Small, and others. 

A model of a mainmast, in several pieces, fora line 
of battle ship, from Isaae Harris, of Boston. 

Beautiful field-pieces of brass, and of malleable 
iron from the South Boston Iron Company. Also, 
a beautiful brass field-piece, from Ames’ Foundry at 











Springfield.— Boston Mercantile Journal. 
ARMY. 
OFFICIAL. 


HicEAD QuARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
OxpDeEks, AvjJUTANT GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 63. Washington, Oct. 2, 1837. 

I. The Court of Enquiry, instituted by direction of 
THE Presipe xt of THE Untrep States, whereof Bre- 
vet Major General Winrietp Scott is President, and 
which convened on the 4th September, 1837, at Knox- 
ville, Tenn., pursuant to ‘* General Order No, 49,” 
to examine into the transactions of Brevet Brigadier 
General Woot, and others under his command, in re- 


Gnome, ¢ 


try, so called, as set forth in a letter from his Excellen- 
cy the Governor of Alabama, dated July 3, 1837, ad- 
dressed to the Seeretary of War, and in the joint re- 
solutions of the Senate and House of Representatives of 
that State, has reported the fullowing 

* OPINION.” 


** The Court, after fully weighing and considering 
the whole of the testimony submitted in the case, are of 
opinion, that not one of the imputaticns on the conduct ef 
Geaeral Wool, contained in the preamble to the joint 
resolutions of the Legislature of Alabama. or the letter 
of his Excelleney, Governor Clay, to the War Depart- 





ways athand. Steadily, steadily fix your eye on it. 
Study your bearing by it Make yourself acquainted 
with ail its points. It will serve you incalm and in 
storm, in the brightness of noon-day and amidst the 
blackness of night, it will carry you over every sea, 
in every clime, and navigate you, at last, into the har- 
bor of eternal rest.”” Could any thing be more in 
point? After all, refine as much as you will, this is 
preaching. What is much vaunted grammar, what 
are words, save instruments merely for quickening 
the understanding, stirring the emotions, and carrying 
good thought home to the heart.—Boston Evening 
Transcript. 


Among the articles which, during our visit to the 
Mechanic’s Exhibition, yesterday, particularly at- 
tracted our attention, and. which we have hitherto 
—o to mention, were : 

icholson’s improved steering wheel, a recent in- 


iment, which enclosed the said resolutions, is founded in 
| justice or in fact. It wiil be seen that on the applica- 
| tion of the Judge Advocate to the Executive of Alaba- 
ma, for documents and the names of witnesses to support 
ithe accusation against General Wool, the late Govern- 
|or (the Honorable C. C. Clay) replies: ‘The only offi- 
cial information I ever received in reference to the con- 
duet of Gencral Wool, will be found in the Executive 
Archives. I am not informed of the names of the wite 
nesses to prove the charges avainst General Worl; but 
presume the officers who served under him, in that part 
of the Cherokee Nation lying in Alabama, would be 
competent to prove the orders, which were the subject 
of complaint.? And the acting ‘/overnor (his Excel- 
leney, H. McVay,) says: * Having caused ah exami- 
nation to be made, nothing can be found on file in this 
Department which will enable me to furnish the infor- 
mation desired, nor am I able to comply with your re- 
quest from other sources,’ Pursuing, however, the sug- 
gestions of the Honorable Mr. Clay, that ‘the officers 
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who served under him (General Wool) in that part o | its of North Carolina, Georgia, Tennessee, and Alaba- 


the Cherokee Nation lying in Alabama, would be com- 
petent to prove the orders which were the subject of 
complaint,’ the Judge Advocate, principally at the in- | 
stance.of General Wool, summoned many witnesses, and | 
the latter has also freely submitted to the Court every | 
paper in his power which, as it would seem, belongs to 
the matter under investigation. 

‘‘From this mass of evidence, parole and document- 
ary, it appears that, in his conduct towards Alabama, 
so far from ‘ disturbing the peace of the community,’ and | 
* trampling on the rights’ of the people, General Wool’s | 
acts were so strikingly marked by caution, temper, and 
mildness, as to receive the almost universal approbation | 
of the very people whom he is charged with having | 
outraged. 

** Another, and the principal accusation contained in the 
letter of Governor Clay to the War Department, (evi- | 
dently founded on the preamble of the said joint reso- 
lution,) is, that General Wool had usurped the powers 
of the civil tribunals of Alabama : and the said pream- 
ble sets forth that ‘ a company of volunteers in the ser- 
vice of the United States, under the command of (Bri- 
gadier) General Wool, have been stationed in the 
country lately owned by the Cherokee tribe of Indians 
in this State, for the pretended purpose of keeping peace 
between the said tribe of Indians and the citizens of the 
State, and have taken upon themselves the authority to 
adjudicate upon the claims of our citizens to their right 
to the possession of improvements; and in the enforce- 
ments of these adjudications have brought about a most 
ruinous and fatal conflict between our most worthy citi: 
zens, the consequences of which have already resulted 
in the taking of each other’s lives.’ The case here re- 
ferred to has been most fully developed in the evidence, 
from which it appears, that the Indian children of one | 
John Gunter, deceased, throngh the sheriff (Riddle) 
of Jackson county, administrator ex officio, under the 
orphan’s court,claimed the possession of certain improve. 
ments, of which Nathaniel Steel, a white man, was in 
the actual occupancy : that on the application to that ef 
fect to General Wool, by the sheriff administrator, 
General Wool decided the case, with the previous ap- 
probation of the said Stcel, giving the right of posses- 
sion to a certain part of the improvements to the Ad 
mMinistrator, with which decision Steel expressed him- 
self to be satisfied: that captain Morrow, who com- 
manded a volunteer company three or four miles off, re- 
ceived instructions from General Wool to put the ad- 
ministraior in possession of that part of the improve- 
ments adjudged to him: that Steel quietly, and without 
the application of military force, consented to- give up 
the possession, and began accordingly to evacuate the 
premises; upon which Captain Morrow, and the small 
detachment that was with him, withdrew to his camp, 
distant as aforesaid: and that the conflict which after- 
wards occurred, was neither in the presence, nor, at 
the moment, within the knowledge of any oftficer or, 
soldier in the service of the United States. 

‘*It is further in proof, and indeed fully admitted by 
General Wool, that he decided many other claims, 
preferred by Indians, to improvements wrongfully 
possessed by citizens of the States ; and it would appear | 
that in all these cases his decisions Were acquiesced in, 
not only without conflict, but without complaint. The 

uestion now occurs: By what authority did General 
ool take upow himself to give decisions on the class of | 
cases just recited, and in doing so, did he, as is solemnly | 
charged from @ high quarter, usurp the powers of the | 
civil tribunals of Alabama? The 16th Article of the | 
treaty between the United States and the Cherokees, | 
ratified May 23, 1836, allows those Indians to remain | 
in the country therein ceded to the United States, up 
to May 23, 1838, and the United States stipulate ‘ to pro- 
tect and defend them (the said Indians) in their posses- 
sions and property.and the free use and occupation of the 
same.’ This treaty is repeatedly referred to in the instrac- 
tions from time to time addressed toGen. Wool, by the 
War Department, and once emphatically by President 
Jackson himself, ina letter to the same commanding 
officer, and in each case, as a rule of conduct for the 
latter. In this letter from the then President, and also 
in that from the War Office, October 12, 1536, General 
Wool is directed to consider the 6th Article of ‘the said 
treaty, which confers even a higher power on the com- 
manding officer than the 16th, as applicable to the Che- 
rokees whilst yet residing within the geographical lim- 








ma, and consequently that he, Gen. Wool, was, by the 
16th Article, fully invested with the inferior power of 
repossessing an Indian claimant of improvements wrong - 
fully withheld by a white intruder not recognized by 
the Cherokees as one of their people. Again, the in- 
strument agreed upon by the United States and the Che- 
rokee Nation, and ratified by the Senate of the United 
States, May 23, 1836, being called, upon its face, a trea- 
iy, and repeatedly referred to as such by the President 
and Secretary of War, General Wsiool naturally con- 
dered it as such an instrument as is spoken of in the 2d 
clause, Article 6th, of the Constitution of the United 
States : that is, as the supreme law of the land ; and con- 
sequently believed himself, under it and his instrue- 
tions, to possess the right, as well as the power, to do 
justice, in the Cherokee country, to Indian complainants 
without usurping the power of the civil tribunals of Ala- 
bama, or that of the tribunals of the other particular 
States mentioned. Without, however, pushing this view 
of the subject any farther, which might be improper in 
a military tribunal, this Court is of opinion that General 
Wool, in the acts récited and complained of, cannot be 
justly charged with having usurped powers belonging to 
the courts of Alabama. 

**In the letter of his Excellency, Governor Clay, to 
the Secretary of War, dated July 3, 1537, before the 
Court, there is an incidental mention of another letter 
from the same to the same, complaining of other acts of 
General Wool, perhaps of the same, or a similar cha- 
racter to those already noticed: but this letter not hav- 
ing been submitted to this Court by the proper autho- 
rity, and its contents unknown, except by conjecture, 
no iestimony has been taken, and no opinion is here 
given on its subject 

‘* The attention of the Court, in its order of appoint- 
ment, has also been directed to ‘others under his (Ge- 
neral Wool’s) command in reference to’ the matters 
complained of: but the name of no other officer is given 
in that order, or mentioned by the Legislature or Ex- 


ecutive of Alabama in the papers, from them, submitted 


to the court. It has, however, been incidentally dis- 
closed by the evidence, that Captain Morrow, com- 
manding a company of Tennessee Volunteers, in the 
temporary service of the United States, was the indi- 
vidual charged with the execution of General Wool’s 
decision relative to the improvements of John Gunter, 
deceased, which were in the possession of Nathaniel 
Steel. In reference to this excellent officer, (Captain 
Morrow) it is sufficient to say that he acted in strict 
conformity with the orders of his superior, and in such 
manner as to demand and receive the emphatic approba- 
tion of all the parties claiming those improvements— 
as may be seen in their respeetive letters to him, an- 
nexed to the proceedings of this Court.”’ 

II. The Presipent or THe Unirep STates approves 
the proceedings in the foregoing case. 

II. The Court of Enquiry of which Brevet Major Ge- 
neral Scort is President, is hereby dissolved. 

By orperR oF ALEXANDER Macomen, 

Masor GENERAL COMMANDING IN CHIEF: 
ROGER JONES, Adj’t. Gen. 


SPECIAL ORDERS. 


No. 78. Oct. 3—Lt. C.R. Gates, 4th Infy., sick leave 
until 31st Oct., and then to repair to Fort Hamilton. 

Lt. J. F. Lee, Ist Arty., temporary duty in Ord- 
nance Department. 

Lt. M. Burk, 3d Arty., when relieved by Capt. Hard- 
ing, to join his company in Florida. 

QUARTERMASTER’sS DEPARTMENT. 

Major H. Whiting, Quartermaster, assigned to duty 
on the eastern side of the peninsula of Florida, to take 
post at Garey’s Ferry. 

Major J. B. Brant, Quartermaster, on the western 
side, to take post at Tampa Bay 


£ 








NAVY. 





ORDERS. 
Sept. 25- Mid. H. N. Harrison, Ex. Expedition. 
296—John Jaines, Sailmaker, do. 
27—Mid. J. D. Morrison, W. I. Squadron. 
P. Mid. R. C. Cogdell, detd. from Ex, Ex. 
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Sept. 30—P.Mid. W. R. Gardner, W. I. Squadron. 


Oct. 2—Mid. D. D. Henrie, do. 
Mid. R. Burts, do. 
3—P. Mid. E. Lanier, do. 


Dr. Geo. Blacknell, ship Natchez, W. Iadies. 
RESIGNATION. 
William Doughty, Naval Constructor, Oct. 3. 
VESSELS REPORTED. 

Ship St. Louis, Comm’r Paine, from Mobile Bay, ar- 
rived at Pensacvla on the 10th ult. 

Navy DeeartTMENT, Oct. 2, 1837. 

The Court Martial which convened at Gosport on the 
10th of July, for the trial of Commander Witiiam 
Ramsay of the United States Navy, terminated its sit- 
tings on the 12th of August last. 

The Court found Commander Ramsay guilty ofneglect 
of duty in not having fulfilled the orders of the Navy De- 
partment, which direeted him to afford to Captains Wool- 
sey and Claxton, and Master Commandant Shubrick, | 
commissioners for surveying certain harbors, &c. every 
facility in discharging « duty imposed upon them under | 
a resolution of the Senate of the United States, and | 
guilty of other charges and specifications exhibited | 
against him; which finding of the Court was approved | 
by the Secretary of the Navy, except the second spe- | 
cification of the third charge, which was considered as| 
included in another charge and specification. 

The Court sentenced the accused “to be reduced in| 
rank, so as to be placed at the foot of the list of com-| 
manders, as it now appears on the Register of the Navy | 
of the United States.” 

But degrading a commissioned officer, and placing 
him at the foot of the list of officers of his grade, being 
considered an unusual, and, in this case, improper pun- 
ishment, the sentence of the Court was not approved, 
and Commandant Ramsay has been restored to duty. 














MARRIAGES. 


At Bordentown, N. J., on the 24th ulte, by the Rey. 
Mr. Harrison, Captain EDWARD R. McCALL, of the 
U.S. Navy, to Miss ELIZA HARDENBERGER. 

In Baltimore, on the 39th ult., Captain PHILEMON 
GATEWOOD, of the Revenue Cutter Service, to Miss 
KITTURA MEZICK. 








~ DEATHS, 





On the 19th inst., in Baltimore, at the residence of 
Captain J. I Nicholson, U. S. Navy, ANTONIA C. 
NICHOLSON, daughter of the late Capt. Jonn Nt- 
cHOLSON. of the Revolutionary navy. 

At the U.S. Arsenal, St. Louis, Missouri, on the 11th 
ult., Mercer, infant son of Capt. Joun SymincorTon, of 
the U. S. army. 

At Newport, R. I. on the 26th ult. Ass’t. Surgeon 
WILLIAM TURNER, of the U.S. army. 


TRANSPORTATION OF STORES. 
Navy Commissioners’ OFFICE, 
September 27, 1337. 

ROPOSALS, sealed and endorsed, will be received 

at this office until 3 o'clock, P. M. of the llth day 
of October next, for the transportation of provisions and 
stores to Mahon, to Rio de Janeiro, and to Valparaiso, 
(and to Lima, if required to proceed to the latter port by 
the senior naval officer or United States agent at Val- 
paraiso. ) 

The shipment to Mahon will be made from the navy 
yard at Norfolk in two vessels, and will be in quantity 
or bulk equal to about 5,800 barrels; of which about 
2,000 are wet barrels, and the residue in dry hogsheads 
and barrels, or measurement goods. 

The shipment to Rio de Janeiro will be made from the 
navy yard, Boston, and will be in quantity or bulk 
equal to about 2,000 barrels; of which about 1,700 are 
wet barrels, and the residue are dry hogsheads and bar- 
rels, or measurement goods. 

The shipment to Valparaiso, (and Lima, if repuired ) 
will be made from the navy yard, New York, in two 
vessels, and will be in quantity or bulk equal to about 
5,600 barrels, of which about 2,300 are wet barrels, and 
the residue are dry hogsheads and barrels, or measure- 
ment goods. 

The vessels offered must be able to carry the full 





amount of freight destined for the places for which they 





ure offered ; the capacity in barrels of each vessel offered 
imust be specified, and their names, and the place where 
they are then lying, at.d if they should prove insuffi- 
cient to carry the full quantity for which they are of- 
fered, ten per centum to be deducted from the price, 
payable by the charter party, to cover the injury to the 
United States; but no freight to be paid beyond the 
amount due for articles which may be actually carried. 

The rate or standing at the Insurance Offices must be 
stated, and no vessel wiil be accepted until satisfactory 
reports shall be received of their capacity and character, 
after surveys shall be made by order of the Commis- 
sioners of the Navy. 

One vessel will be required to be at the navy yard, 
Norfolk, ready to load for Mahon by the Ist day of No- 
vember next, to take on board 2,500 to 3,000 barrels. 
Another vessel will also be required to be at the same 


| yard, ready to take o. board, by the Ist day of Decem- 


ber next, the remainder of the stores for Mahon, (about 
2,80) to 3,309 barrels. ) 

The vessel for Rio will be required to be at the navy 
yard, Boston, by the Ist day of November next, ready to 
take in cargo. 

One vess«l will be required to be at the navy yard, 
New York, ready to load for the Pacific by the Ist day 
of November next, taking ®n board from 2,500 to 3,000 
barrels ; another vessel, to take on board the remaining 
stores for the Pacific—from 2,600 to 3,100 barrels—must 
be at the navy yard, New York, ready to take in cargo 
by the Ist day of December next. 

The offers must specify the price asked for all barrels 
round, without discrimination of wet or dry barrels, or 
measurement goods, five and a half cubic fect of mea- 
surement goods and thirty gallons to the gauge, of all 
casks not usually called barrels, whatever they contain, 
to be considered as barrels. 

No primage to be allowed, nor must any be asked in 
the proposals. 

The freight money will be paid in the United States, 
| by the respective navy agents near the navy yard where 
|the shipments shall have been made, or at such other 
|places as shall be directed, on certificates being exhibit- 
ied to the said navy agents, respectivel,, of the safe de- 

livery of the respective cargoes, agreeably to the bills of 
lading, signed by the United States navy storekeeper, 
|or by the senior naval officer present at the places of de- 
livery. 

Fifteen lay days to be allowed, exclusive of Sundays 
and holidays at Mahon and Rio de Janciro, and at each 
of the ports at Valparaiso aud Lima, should both ports 
be used. 

And the offers must specify the rate of demurrage to be 
demanded, in case of greater detention. 

Fuller information, as to the nature of the stores and 
kind of packages to be shipped, may be obtained upon 
application at this office, ifdeemed necessary. 

To be published in the Globe, National Intelligencer, 
Army and Navy Chronicle, Boston Statesman, Boston 
Advocate, Boston Morning Post, New York Evening 
Post, New York Times, American Sentinel, Pennsyl- 
vanian, Baltimore Republican, Norfolk Hearald, and 
Norfolk Beacon. 

Oct. 5—td 
EDWARD OWEN, 

MERCHANT TAILOR, 
Near the Seven Buildings ; also one door west ef Fuller’s 
fiotel, Washington City, 

Begs leave, mest respectfally, to inform the citizens 
of Washington, and the public in general, that he has 
just returned from the north with a large supply of 
FALL and WINTER GOODS, consisting of London 
CLOTHS, CASSIMERES, and VESTINGS of the latest 
importation and best quality. 

E. O. would respectfully solicit th: attention of the 
gentlemen belonging to the Army and Navy to his su- 
perior mode of fitting uniforms, which for material and 
on cannot be surpassed by any house in the 

nion. 

He has constantly on hand a large assortment of artieles 
as used for the equipment of both serviees, and which 
he is determined to sell at as low a rate as the same 
articles ean be procured for in any of the Atlantie cities. 

He has also Gn hand a quantity of GREEN and YEL- 
LOW CLOTH, particularly adapted to the dress of the 
marine and dragoon corps. 
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